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Welcome

With just a couple of months left, 2018 seems to be another record breaking
year for the travel industry. It simply confirms something that most of us
already know: people like to travel. And with new flight routes and hotels
opening daily in a variety of destinations, travelling is becoming so much
easier. With all the possibilities and so little time in our busy lives, naturally
we need some guidance. Where should we go next?
This latest edition of Voyager magazine will once again take you on a journey
around the world and introduce thrilling new destinations, as well as popular
destinations in a completely new light.
We start with London – even for travellers who have visited London before,
there is always more to explore. This time we focus on the city’s diverse food
markets and remind our readers why it is considered by many as the number
one destination for fine dining and shopping. We then hop on a plane to
Europe and check out the most famous cafes on the continent, explore the
Italian countryside around Verona and experience the buzzing city of Seville.

Sincere Service.
Memorable Experiences.

Delighting guests since 1865, The Langham, London continues to
set the standard for luxury hotels in the capital. Understanding the
needs of the sophisticated traveller, it offers superbly styled rooms
and exquisite suites. The Langham Club is an unrivalled benefit

What new destinations can we recommend to seasoned travellers? For
a dose of happiness why not visit one of the happiest places on earth –
Denmark: it has become famous for its laid back lifestyle as well as world
famous, innovative chefs. Experienced travellers are familiar with baths in
Iceland and Bath, yet still few have visited the incredible baths in Hungary
or Turkey. Finally, following the success of World Cup 2018 in Russia, we
invite our readers to come and see the country’s historical setting and taste
its distinctive cuisine.
We conclude 2018 on a positive note: the global travel industry is stronger
than ever, offering a range of inventive products and services for any type of
traveller. At Oceandusk, we would like to say thank you to our agents and
hotel partners for their all-around support. We move towards 2019 with
even greater expectations and we hope this edition of Voyager will offer
our readers some new and valuable insight into the world of travel. Happy
reading!

and, with dining overseen by Michel Roux Jr and full concierge
services, it is an exclusive haven in the West End.

Wasim Din
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Amsterdam is one of my
favourite destinations in
Europe, and it is very easy
to get there from London.
Taking the plane or jump on a
train, travellers can get there
quickly and effortlessly. The
city is full of great vibes and
attractions. Amsterdam is
known for its artistic heritage,
elaborate canal system and
narrow houses. Its Museum
District houses the Van
Gogh Museum, works by
Rembrandt and Vermeer
at the Rijksmuseum, and
modern art at the Stedelijk.
The Dutch pancakes are to
die for and the Flower Market
is a must-see on a Saturday
4
morning.
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Far away destinations
and unique experiences
are what I look for when
planning my holidays.
Asia is still very much an
undiscovered continent
for many travellers and so
we encourage our readers
to explore something new
– why not South Korea?
With its world-renowned
cuisine, distinctive culture
and luxurious hotels, South
Korea has become a trendy
and exciting destination.
At Oceandusk we strive to
make travelling effortless
and this latest Voyager will
once again show off the
impressive range of services
that we offer. Enjoy!

France is a great country to
spend the winter holidays.
With this edition, I wanted
to emphasise the beauty of
certain parts of this country and
I chose the one closest to my
heart.
Courchevel is the place to
be during the winter. It has
definitely become one of my
favourite places to enjoy the
best that the season has to
offer.
Across the Alps, in the middle
of such beautiful white scenery,
you will find ultimate luxury ski
resorts and spa facilities as well
as some of the best boutiques
and shopping streets in Europe.
Head to page 42 to learn more
about this beautiful resort!

With this issue, I wanted to
drive attention to Eastern
Europe's cultural heritage,
I always find it exciting to
travel through historical
European cities. Budapest is
especially important to me,
it is the place for culture
vultures and art lovers. The
city has an amazing vibe, it
is buzzing and something
is on every day. Besides
the beautiful architecture,
thermal baths and amazing
food, a number of galleries,
museums and art festivals
provide a great culture break
for visitors.
On top of that, during the
winter, you can see the city
glow under the snow.

Contact a member of our marketing team today on +44 (0)20 7582 2233 with any questions or queries you may have.
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LINDT
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MAX MARA
MICHAEL KORS
MISSONI
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EXCLUSIVE SHOPPING DESTINATION
O U T L E T C I T Y. C O M

P E T I T B AT E AU
PORSCHE DESIGN
PUMA
SAMSONITE
SCHIESSER
SCHIESSER KIDS
SEIDENSTICKER

In the home town of Hugo Boss OUTLETCITY METZINGEN offers a unique and
stylish shopping experience in modern inner-city surroundings with award winning
architecture. Only 30 minutes away from Stuttgart and two hours away from
Frankfurt, Munich and Zurich, you will find a wide range of premium and luxury brands in
flagship outlets with savings up to 70 %* throughout the year.

SIGIKID
STRELLSON
SUNGLASS HUT
SUPERDRY
SWAROVSKI
S WAT C H
TCHIBO PROZENTE
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If you are visiting from a country outside the European Union, you qualify for tax-free
shopping with an additional saving up to 14,5 %. Profit from an immediate Tax-Free refund
on site at our International Service Point!
We plan and organise travel trips with attention to every detail.
Personalised programme modules can be put end-to-end to create the perfect shopping trip.
Further information: outletcity.com/business

THE BEAUTY SPOT PERFUMERY
THE NORTH FACE
TIMBERLAND
TOD'S
T O M TA I L O R
TOMMY HILFIGER
TORY BURCH
WINDSOR
WMF
ZWILLING

* Compared to the manufacturers' former recommended retail price if there is any.

and many more

ULTIMATE
WINTER ‘18
GUIDE

Europe

The Middle East
Indian Ocean
Asia

USA
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ICONIC

LONDON
LONDON IS AN EXCITING DESTINATION IN ANY SEASON. HOWEVER, DURING THE WINTER, THE CITY
BECOMES JOLLY, FESTIVE AND GLITTERY, OFFERING THE BEST TIME FOR VISITORS. FROM SPARKLING
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND ICE SKATING TO TRADITIONAL MARKETS AND CHRISTMAS SHOWS, LONDON TURNS INTO CHRISTMAS WONDERLAND. MAKE THE MOST OF THE CAPITAL’S JOLLY FESTIVITIES
AND ADD SOME SPARKLE TO YOUR TRIP WITH OUR GUIDE TO THE BEST THINGS TO DO IN LONDON
DURING CHRISTMAS.
Christmas Lights
London will be decorated with stunning Christmas lights for the festive season from mid-November
until the end of January. The spectacular lights will be displayed throughout the luxury shopping
streets and luxury hotels. This is one of the best seasons to visit the capital.
Seasonal Markets
London’s Christmas markets are the perfect spots for present hunting.
From the gigantic Christmas market at Winter Wonderland to the dazzling Southbank Centre Wintertime
Market, find the perfect gifts for loved ones and enjoy plenty of seasonal fare at the London markets,
which pop up across the capital during the countdown to Christmas. Most open from mid-November
and many stay open until the end of January.
Thames Cruises
Whether you opt for a luxurious dining cruise or an adrenaline-pumping speedboat experience, seeing
London’s famous sites on a top river Thames cruise is definitely a unique adventure. Travelling through
the middle of the city on a boat, the river Thames is the perfect vantage point for taking in some of
London’s most iconic sites. A journey to tourist hotspots including the Houses of Parliament, the CocaCola London Eye and Tower Bridge on one of City Cruises’ regular sightseeing boats is the perfect way
to explore London.

Travel through the heart of London along the River Thames
8

Available for private hire, our luxurious vessels provide the ultimate 5* experience to enjoy everything London has to offer from
sightseeing to shopping. From the ICON Outlet to major landmarks including the Houses of Parliament, Greenwich,
the Tower of London and The Shard; London is best enjoyed from the river. Our private hire boats are complemented by the
MBNA Thames Clippers’ scheduled service, the fastest and most frequent fleet on the river.
mbnathamesclippers.com

@thamesclippers
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Carnaby Street
Discover an alternative take on Christmas lights with a visit to
Carnaby. Carnaby Christmas starts from the 8th of November
2018, with exclusive events and discounts in the local shops, bars
and restaurants. The theme is always highly original; it will be —
the lyrics to Queen's Bohemian Rhapsody lightened above the area
from October until January. Check out the quirky light installations
while exploring each of the area's 14 glowing streets.

Oxford Street
Be charmed by some of the most spectacular Christmas lights in
London and admire the seasonal window displays lining the iconic
Oxford Street. The must-see Oxford Street Christmas lights will
feature falling snowflakes, glittering baubles and 750,000 bright
bulbs, along the mile-long shopping street. You will feel like you’re
in a winter wonderland of your own as you shop until you drop!

Regent Street
Nothing quite spells Christmas like a glorious golden angel and
Regent Street really hits the mark every year. Like a blanket of
lights above you, you will walk through a spectacular display of
lights all the way along the street as you indulge in the many
designer shops and boutiques.

Covent Garden
Wander around the cobbled streets of Covent Garden, which
transforms into a winter wonderland over the festive period.
Marvel at the twinkling Christmas lights illuminating the 19thcentury Piazza while picking up stocking fillers from the market.
Afterwards, soak up the festive atmosphere with a warming,
luxurious hot chocolate at Rococo Chocolates.
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Piccadilly

6

Bond Street
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Shard Christmas Lights

Take a walk along Piccadilly to see the Christmas lights display
lining the iconic London street. Last year, Piccadilly glowed with its
first dedicated installation featuring figures inspired by the statue
of Anteros, the Greek god of requited love. After the magical
experience of the Piccadilly Christmas lights, pop into Fortnum &
Mason for a spot of Christmas shopping or enjoy a festive tipple at
The Ritz.

See one of London’s most luxurious shopping districts decorated
with magnificent Christmas lights. In 2017, Bond Street had
a dazzling peacock-themed display, twinkling with more than
250,000 lights and plumes of beautiful feathers. Once you’ve
admired the glow of the Bond Street Christmas lights, look out for
the exclusive stores dressed in sumptuous decorations and window
displays.

Watch the skyline light up as The Shard puts on its annual
Christmas lights show, which illuminates the skies above the capital
with sparkles and patterns for Christmas in London. Shard Lights
brightens the London skyline from dusk till dawn throughout
December with a show full of colour and sparkles. Every fifteen
minutes the top of The Shard marks the quarter hour with a
mesmerising pattern and strikes the hour with a dazzling display.
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Nutcracker Season

London
Theatre
Guide
AW 18

S

Experience the magic of Tchaikovsky ’s
masterpiece, the charming world of The
Nutcracker performed by the group of
Royal Opera House.
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enjoys an exceptional location in the heart of London.
Museum, Buckingham Palace and the West End theatres to name few.

Late on Christmas Eve, a young girl named
Clara tiptoes downstairs in search of her
favourite present, a nutcracker doll. There,
she is met by the mysterious magician
Drosselmeyer who transports her on a
dream-like adventure, where she meets
the Mouse King, the Sugar Plum Fairy and
more magical characters.

The enchanting story of Aladdin, a street
urchin who meets and falls in love with
Princess Jasmine. Though, Jasmine is only
allowed to marry a prince.
However, it’s not all lost as Aladdin owns a
magic lamp, and with the help of its Genie
sets out to win the hand of his princess in
marriage.

with views overlooking Portman Square Gardens and Arabic menu is also available upon request.

Aladd
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Radisson Blu Portman Hotel, London
22 Portman Square, London W1H 7BG United Kingdom

Don
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Theatre
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The Royal Shakespeare Company’s Don
Quixote, which initially premiered at
the RSC’s Swan Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon in spring 2016, will transfer to
the Garrick Theatre in London’s West
End from 27 October 2018 to 2 February 2019. The award-winning poet,
journalist and literary critic James Fenton
has adapted Miguel de Cervantes’ iconic
novel which tells the famous, the funny
story of a self-fashioned travelling knight
accompanied by his faithful squire.
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streetfood

GUIDE

The best food markets in London

London is the perfect city for
foodies. Among luxury
restaurants and exquisite
Michelin star meals, the city
also has a booming street food
scene. For quality and interesting meals, we picked the best
street food markets to visit
while in London. Halal options
are always available.
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Spitalfields Market

Southbank Food Market

Duke of York Square

Borough Market

Open seven days a week, Old
Spitalfields Market is one of east
London’s liveliest shopping hubs.
Built in the 1800s, the building was
refurbished and rejuvenated in the
early 2000s and is now one of the
capital’s most unique shopping,
eating and drinking destinations.
The market is home to numerous
permanent boutiques, eateries and
salons, from many big brands such
as Mac, Hackett, Dr Martens and
Chanel. These days no London market
is complete without food and Old
Spitalfields Market has more than its
fair share of restaurants and street
food vendors. Visit Spitalfields for
antiques, flavours and unique luxury
boutiques.

Southbank Centre Food Market offers
excellent street food, a great range of
delicious coffee, tea and sweet treats
– with a selection of fresh produced
goods and guest traders each week.
All the stallholders are committed to
providing food that bursts with fresh,
eclectic flavours, inspired by cuisines
from Europe, Africa, Asia and the
Americas. The market held every
Friday to Sunday on Southbank Centre
Square, behind the Royal Festival
Hall, featuring over 40 producers,
including specialists in meats, spices,
confectionary and more. Produce
can be taken home, or sample dishes
cooked on site. Southbank Centre
Food Market is one of London’s top
food destinations.

Duke of York Square offers an
unrivalled range of international
fashion, food and culture – with the
iconic Saatchi Gallery at its heart.

Borough Market is rich with
history, but it remains as relevant
now as it has always been. As
London’s oldest food market, it
has been serving the people of
Southwark for 1,000 years, and
that remarkable heritage is an
essential part of its appeal. Feast
on hot dishes from street food
vendors and browse stalls packed
with fresh produce at this foodie
paradise by London Bridge. From
British fruits and vegetables to
international delicacies, handmade
chocolate truffles there’s plenty
to peruse and tuck into from the
many traders and restaurants
at one of London’s oldest food
market.

The open-air Fine Food market
is open every Saturday from 10
am until 4 pm. The market offers
artisanal and locally produced meat,
game, fish, bread, cakes, cupcakes
and much more.
Located on the fashionable Kings
Road, a 5-minute stroll from Sloane
Square tube station, Duke of York
Square is a traffic-free calm oasis
where visitors can relax and feel far
away from the hustle and bustle.
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EXCLUSIVE LONDON
DINING

ALAIN DUCASSE AT
THE DORCHESTER
THE ARAKI
Chef Mitsuhiro Araki is recognised
as one of the world’s top sushi
masters. Araki’s two Michelinstarred restaurant only offers
one menu, which includes lavish
sushi offerings like seabream
sashimi, tuna with truffle, and Irish
abalone.

Chef Alain Ducasse is one of
France’s best-known chefs, and his
restaurant at The Dorchester is one
of only two in London that have
been awarded three Michelin stars.
The tasting menu features unique
dishes like lobster with truffled
chicken quenelles.
£270 for two; seven courses

£600 for two; 11 courses

DINNER BY HESTON BLUMENTHAL

RESTAURANT GORDON RAMSAY

The tasting menu at Dinner by Heston
Blumenthal, a two Michelin-starred eatery
in Knightsbridge, features innovative dishes
like “Meat Fruit” — a chicken liver pâté that
is shaped to look like a satsuma. The menu
is only available at the chef’s table, with a
minimum of four guests.

Chef Gordon Ramsay’s restaurants have
been awarded a total of 16 Michelin stars.
His flagship in Chelsea, Restaurant Gordon
Ramsay, is one of the best, with three Michelin
stars to its name. The tasting menu ranges
from traditional fine dining dishes like pressed
foie gras, to this lemonade parfait with sheep’s
milk yoghurt for dessert.

£450 for two; nine courses

£290 for two; eight courses.

UMU
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The food at the two Michelin-starred restaurants Umu in
Mayfair is inspired by the local
cuisine in the Japanese city of
Kyoto. The tasting menu changes with the seasons, but one of
the courses, like this tiny dish of
marinated snapper, always features the catch of the day.
£310 for two, eight courses
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Find your
ideal
apartment
in London

+(44) 20 7724 4848
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mail@apartmentstay.co.uk
apartmentstay.co.uk

19

London's top luxury shopping destinations
Bond Street
London’s famous Bond Street is revered
throughout the world for its wealth of
elegant stores, exclusive brands, designer
fashion, luxury goods, fine jewels, art and
antiques. Set near the heart of historic
Mayfair, in London’s popular West End,
Bond Street has become a haven for
gracious living.

Mayfair
Mount Street in London's Mayfair has
become one of London's most fashionable
destinations. An inspiring mix of niche,
luxury fashion and beauty brands, art and
antique dealers and exclusive restaurants, it
is not to be missed when visiting London.
Prestigious retail brands that call Mayfair
home include Marc Jacobs and Balenciaga.

Fortnum & Mason
Founded on the same site in 1707, Fortnum
Mason is a unique and beautiful store.
Fortnum’s is renowned as purveyors of fine
foods, hampers, teas and wine. It has five
restaurants, from an award-winning wine bar
to the wonderful ice cream parlour.

Harrods
Established in 1849 as a humble grocery
store, today Harrods has seven floors and 330
departments dedicated to the finest products
in food, fashion, homeware, technology
and more, plus 20 restaurants and specialist
services. Make sure you check out the
Halcyon Gallery, Salon de Parfums and the Toy
Kingdom. At night, the store is illuminated by
11,500 light bulbs.

However you like
to spoil yourself
during the winter,
whether it is sitting
at grand cafe
houses, walking in
the Winter
Wonderland or
visiting the
exclusive
boutiques and
designer shops in
Knightsbridge, let
us help you with
your
accommodation.
We have the best
four & five-star
hotels and
apartments
available for the
ultimate London
experience.
Contact us for
more information
and rates.

Liberty
20

Opened in 1875, Liberty is one of
London's most traditional department
stores, but venture inside and you'll
find a whole host of cutting-edge
ranges. Designers include Vivienne
Westwood, Chloé and Tod's, plus
there are an impressive beauty hall and
haberdashery. Celebrating fine design
and craftsmanship, Liberty is a shoppers'
paradise.
www.oceandusk.travel
+44 (0)20 7582 2233
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Looking for
accommodation
in the UK?

Book your next vacation to the UK
with Oceandusk Global Wholesale
Travel
+44 (0)20 7582 2233
uk@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel
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Image featured:
The Montcalm London
Exterior

Visit

Winter comes in many forms in Europe – in the polar north there’s severe
snow and sunless weeks, while travellers can find lingering sunlight in the
mild Mediterranean, and cosy cafe culture and Christmas markets in the
centre of the continent. It’s an inspiring time to visit grand metropolises and
charming villages. The queues are shorter for museums, and the Christmas
lights bring magical atmospheres into the cities. Discover all the exciting
places in Europe this winter.
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EUROPE
winter 2018
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THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CAFÉS
in Europe

Cafe culture in Europe has always been influential, and drinking
coffee is an essential part of peoples’ everyday lives. One
can learn a lot about the locals and their traditions by merely
exploring the cafés in each country. One will be amazed by how
much they differ from each other, and how much their traditions
say about the people themselves…

1, New York Cafe, Budapest

2, Caffe Florian, Venice
Caffè Florian, an essential presence under the Procuratie Nuove
in St Mark’s Square, is regarded as the oldest Café in Europe, a
symbol of the city of Venice. It was opened on 29th December
1720 by Floriano Francesconi as “Alla Venezia Trionfante”
(Triumphant Venice), although the clientele renamed it “Caffè
Florian” in honour of its owner. Besides being one of the most
famous coffee houses in the world, Caffè Florian serves the finest
coffees from the Orient, Malaysia, Cyprus and Greece.

The New York Café has lasted through
several eras, political systems and historical
turning points. Still, it has always been
reborn, sparkling and occupied by those
who wished for its comforts: artists,
writers, members of the royalty and
commoners alike. At the turn of the 20th
century, the New York Café was the most
beautiful and the most beloved coffee
house in Budapest, and it has become one
of the most impressive cafés in the world
today.

3, Cafe Central, Paris
Café Central is in the centre of elegant and classy Paris with
reference locations such as Champs de Mars, the Ecole Militaire,
Les Invalides and the Pont de l’Alma. With its grand terrace
overlooking the intersection of the two pedestrian streets, street
Cler and Champs de Mars, Café Central is in close vicinity to
the famous boutiques such as Cantin, Jeusselin, Davoli and the
authentic Parisian market. Café Central welcomes a diverse and
trendy clientele. Located in the centre of 7th District, Café Central
offers quality and authentic food.

4, Cafe Imperial, Prague
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Café Imperial has been the most
influential and most popular “Grand
Cafe House” and restaurant in
Prague for the past 100 years. The
cafe was often visited by the writer
Franz Kafka, the famous composer
Leos Janacek and several other
eminent guests. Original Art Noveau
ceramic wall tiling and mosaic ceiling
from 1914 are stunning, crowned by
large street windows. Experience the
extraordinary atmosphere with a feel
of the early 20th century. It is highly
recommended to make a reservation
a week in advance.

5, Majestic Cafe, Porto
Portugal’s most stunning cafe is
located in Porto. From its façade
to its interior, Café Majestic
remains a wonderful setting for
cultural events, making it more
than just a tourist attraction. It
continues to live up to its name
with an incredible Belle Epoque
atmosphere in its central room
and charming winter garden
which have guaranteed it a spot
in every café-themed coffee table
book.
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ITALY

Verona
Verona is best known for its Shakespeare associations; such as the love
story of Romeo and Juliet. Tourists from all over the world are attracted
to its vibrant vibe, lovely piazzas and narrow lanes. But beyond the
Renaissance romance, Verona is also a bustling hub. The city proudly
owns a remarkably well-preserved 1st-century amphitheatre, which is
the venue for the city’s yearly opera festival. There are countless historical
churches and bridges over the Adige as well as the regional food from
the Veneto hinterland make it one of Italy’s most attractive cities within
a short distance of stunning Lake Garda.
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Venice
A gondola ride back in
time
Venice is like a skilful magician. It makes
marble palaces disappear into the fog and
can turn its people into masked creatures.
Just like the famous Carnival, Venice thrives
on mystery. We picked the best places
visitors must see in this beautiful city.
Bridge of Sighs
The Bridge of Sighs is made of white limestone
and has windows with stone bars. Venice’s
magnificent and legendary bridge is a mustsee for anyone visiting Italy’s most romantic
city. The bridge was built at the beginning of
the seventeenth century and was designed by
Antonio Contino. Spanning the Rio di Palazzo,
the bridge was planned to connect the Old
Prison and interrogation rooms in the Doge’s
Palace to the New Prison, which was located
directly across the river.
St. Mark’s Square

Venetian Lifestyle
Venice is a city in northeastern Italy and the capital of Veneto region. It is located across a
group of 118 small islands that are separated by canals and linked by over 400 bridges. The
islands are situated in the shallow Venetian Lagoon, an enclosed bay that lies between the
mouths of the Po and the Piave rivers. Parts of Venice are renowned for the beauty of its
settings, artwork and architecture. The lagoon and a part of the city are listed as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Venice is one of the most unique places in Europe and has a lot to
offer to its visitors. Food, culture, and amazing views to be discovered.

Venice main square is full of history and
enclosed by magnificent architecture. Venice’s
major sights can be found here, so the square
is often packed with tourists. Piazza San Marco
was built during the ninth century as a small
square dotted with trees. The square was laid
out in front of the original St. Marks Basilica, at
the time a small chapel which was part of the
Doges Palace.
Grand Canal
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The Grand Canal forms one of the major watertraffic passages in the city. Public transport is
provided by water buses and private water
taxis, and many visitors explore the canal by
gondolas. The banks of the Grand Canal are
lined with more than 170 buildings, most of
which date from the 13th to the 18th century,
and demonstrate the welfare and art created
by the Republic of Venice.
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Versace
Gianni Versace was an Italian fashion
designer and founder of Versace, an in-

Trip to Designer’s
Land

ternational fashion house, which produces accessories, fragrances, makeup and

Milan is famous for its fashion

home furnishings as well as clothes. He

scene for a reason. Italy’s most

also designed costumes for the theatre
and films. As a friend of Eric Clapton, Prin-

regarded

couturiers

were

cess Diana, Madonna; Elton John, Cher,

born, raised or lived in Milan.

Sting and many other celebrities, he was

If you’re trying to find out the

the first designer to link fashion to the

biggest names from the

music world.

Italian

Armani
Giorgio Armani is an Italian fashion designer, especially noted for his menswear.

fashion scene, then this list is
the perfect resource for you.
Find the lavish items on the
glamorous streets of Milan.

He is known today for his clean, tailored
lines. He formed his company, Armani, in
1975, and by 2001 was acclaimed as the
most successful designer that Italy has
produced, he is also ranked #6 on The
Most Influential Fashion Designers Of All
Time.

Prada
Miuccia Prada is the Italian fashion design-

Introducing

LUXURY

MILAN

er and entrepreneur behind the brands
of Prada and Miu Miu. As the youngest
granddaughter of Mario Prada, she took
over the family-owned luxury goods manufacturer in 1978.
Since then, the company has launched
Jil Sander, Helmut Lang and shoemaker
Church & Co. In 2002, Prada opened her
own contemporary art gallery. In March
32

2013, she was one of the fifty bestdressed over the 50s by the Guardian. As
of 2014, she is regarded as the 75th most
powerful woman in the world by Forbes.
As of 2014, Prada has an estimated net
worth of $11.1 billion.
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Il Castelfalfi
is member of

Florence
Florence is the cradle of the Renaissance, romance, worldclass art and gourmet Tuscan cuisine. Art & Architecture
are especially important. The frame of this small city has
hardly changed since the Renaissance, and its narrow
cobbled streets are a cinematic feast of elegant 15th- and
16th-century palaces, medieval candle-lit chapels, frescodecorated churches, marble basilicas and world-class art
museums exhibiting paintings and sculptures by Botticelli,
Michelangelo, Leonardo Da Vinci, Brunelleschi et al. The
entire city centre is a Unesco World Heritage site.

Natural Splendor, Luxurious Beauty
A medieval village, 1,100 hectares of sun and nature: Toscana Resort Castelfalfi offers a 5-star hospitality
philosophy in an unforgettable panorama. Luxurious rooms and suites in the Hotel Il Castelfalfi and
La Tabaccaia. Three restaurants offering a refined, Tuscan cuisine. A spacious Spa and the largest Golf Course in
Tuscany – 27 holes for emotions beyond compare. A unique real estate offer that can make your Tuscan dream
come true, thanks to our fully restored country villas and apartments for sale.
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Book now +39 0571 892000 | info@castelfalfi.it | www.castelfalfi.com
Castelfalfi, 50050 Montaione (FI), Italy

Introducing
Paris

Musée du Louvre
The Louvre is currently the world’s most visited museum. Previously a royal
palace, the Louvre has embraced the history of France for eight centuries.
Originally it was designed as a universal museum in 1793; its collection is the

Top 5 Things to
do in Paris

finest in the world. The collection features admired pieces throughout the
globe, including the Mona Lisa, the Winged Victory of Samothrace, and the
Venus de Milo.

Jardin du Luxembourg
Jardin du Luxembourg has a special place in Parisians’ hearts. The city’s inner
oasis of formal terraces, chestnut groves and lush lawns became a unique
place for many. It is located in the 6th arrondissement of Paris and was
created at the beginning of the 17th century by Marie de’ Medici, the widow
of King Henry IV of France. Visiting the park is free and fun for the whole
family.

Cathédrale Notre Dame de Paris
Cathédrale Notre Dame is a medieval Catholic cathedral on the Île de la Cité
in the fourth arrondissement of Paris, France, and one of the most visited
buildings in the city. The architectural masterpiece is widely considered to be
one of the most excellent examples of French Gothic architecture.

Musée National Picasso
The Musée Picasso is an art gallery found in the Hôtel Salé in rue de Thorigny,
in the Marais district of Paris, dedicated to the work of the Spanish artist
Pablo Picasso. The museum obtains more than 5,000 works of art (paintings,
sculptures, drawings, ceramics, prints, engravings and notebooks) and tens of

LADURÉE

PERFUME SHOPPING IN PARIS

If you have a sweet tooth and happen to be in Paris, you
must plan a visit to Ladurée, especially when you travel
with kids. The luxury patisserie and sweets maker house
was created in 1862, and become one of the world’s
best-known premier sellers of the double-decker macarons. Ladurée made the pastries for the film Marie Antoinette, directed by Sofia Coppola; its famous macarons can be seen in a scene between Marie Antoinette
and Ambassador Mercy. The bakery is probably one of
the most Parisian sweets to taste in town.

Perfume is an art and a science – chemistry and style,
capable of evoking memories, changing moods and
completely
altering sense of self.
When it comes to perfume, no country ranks more
highly than France. Parisian elegance has always gone
hand in hand with the most exquisite fragrance. When
in Paris, visit the
following luxurious perfume shops for wonderful
scents. These are the best new places to buy perfume
in Paris today: Parle Moi de Parfum, Frédéric Malle and
Iunx.
“A woman who doesn’t wear perfume has no future.” – Coco Chanel

thousands of archived pieces from Picasso’s personal repository, including the
artist’s photographic archive, personal papers, correspondence, and author
manuscripts. A large portion of items were donated by Picasso’s family after
his death, in harmony with the artist’s wishes.

Dinner on the first floor of the Eiffel Tower
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On the first level of the Eiffel Tower, at precisely 58 meters above the ground,
you will find 58 Tour Eiffel, the elegant restaurant designed by Patrick Jouin. It
is the perfect place to take a break from your sightseeing in the capital city or
to make the most of your visit to the Iron Lady as you have a bite and admire
the view. Reservation in advance is highly recommended.
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Looking for
accommodation
in French Alps?

Book your next vacation to Europe with
Oceandusk Global Wholesale Travel
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+44 (0)20 7582 2233
europe@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel
Hôtel Barrière Les Neiges
Courchevel | France
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Courchevel
Courchevel is a French Alps ski resort. It is a part of Les Trois Vallées, the largest linked ski areas in the
world. Courchevel also refers to the towns of Courchevel 1300, Courchevel 1550, Courchevel 1650,
and Courchevel 1850, which are named for their altitudes in metres. It’s a place where luxury means
luxury. Everything about Courchevel is high-end, from the perfectly groomed pistes and state-of-theart lifts, to the seven Michelin, starred restaurants, exclusive hotels and chalets, and stylish boutiques.
The ski area is famous for good reason. It offers wonderfully wide and gentle pistes that are
immaculately groomed. Visitors can choose between the glitz and the glamour of Courchevel (1850)
or the more rustic charm of Le Praz lower down the mountain. Courchevel can provide the ultimate
luxury holidays for the season.
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				Godiva, London
It is the true story of the artisan chocolate maker, whose legendary name
has become a symbol of luxury and prestige the world over. This delicious
mixture of finely ground almonds or hazelnuts and caramelised sugar
was first married with chocolate in Belgium, to craft what’s now known
worldwide as the classic Belgian Chocolate. In 1926, Pierre Draps Senior
handcrafted praline chocolates, or pralines, in the workshop of his Brussels
home and the smooth, creamy Godiva praline chocolate was born. Godiva
is available worldwide. However, we truly recommend trying the chocolate
coated strawberries in London.

Chocolate Shops Worth Traveling For

Pierre Marcolini, Brussels
The shop was founded in 1919 and for the past 90 years it has been on
the smartest street in Brussels, a short walk from the palace of the Belgian
royal family, and it has been the holder of a Royal Warrant since 1942.
Even George W Bush bought some chocolates here during his trip to
Brussels. The store is decorated in flamboyant rococo style, with Louis XV
furniture, the interior is a bit like the inside of a huge Fabergé egg. A trip
to this famous shop is a pure luxury pleasure in itself.

Patrick Roger, Paris
Patrick Roger is not a chocolate maker; he is a chocolate artist. Patric Roger treats chocolate as a sculptor. You never know what to expect in the
windows of this chocolate store in Paris. This chocolate artist — named
Best French Chocolatier in 2000 — never fails to surprise and amaze with
his life-sized chocolate sculptures and eccentric window displays. Giant
Easter eggs, a life-sized cacao farmer, chocolate astronauts walking on
the moon, chocolate polar bears and huge upside-down chocolate hearts
have all delighted and amused passersby.

Venchi, Verona
An exquisite collection of delicate chocolates and mouth-watering artisan gelato flavours crafted according to Italian traditional methods and
using high quality, natural ingredients. It is a chocolate boutique filled
with a warm and friendly atmosphere, just a few steps away from the
renowned Juliet’s House and several other attractions. It is an ideal little
haven for a break during a day of sightseeing, shopping and walking
around. Venchi’s delicious chocolates, available in various shapes and
forms, are a delicacy both children and adults love to linger on. One
more reason to visit Verona this winter.
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SPAIN
ALL YEAR
LONG
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A SNAPSHOT OF...

SEVILLE

TOP EXPERIENCES OF SEVILLE
REAL ALCAZAR
The Real Alcázar is a majestic marriage of Christian
and Mudéjar architecture. Seville’s Unesco-listed
palace complex is a breathtaking spectacle. The site,
which was originally developed in 913, has been
renovated many times over the 11 centuries of its
existence, most spectacularly in the 14th century
when King Pedro added the sumptuous Palacio de
Don Pedro, still today the Alcázar’s crown jewel.
The Alcázar featured as a location for the Game of
Thrones TV series. The palace is a must see when in
Seville where the winter is mild.

CATEDRAL DE SEVILLA & GIRALDA
Seville’s enormous cathedral is a remarkable building
in its scale and majesty. The world’s largest Gothic
cathedral was built between 1434 and 1517, over
the remains of what had previously been the city’s
main mosque. Highlights include the Giralda,
the mighty bell tower, which incorporates the
mosque’s original minaret, the monumental tomb of
Christopher Columbus, and the Capilla Mayor with
an astonishing gold altarpiece.

VISIT A FLAMENCO SOCIAL CLUB
When in Seville, seeing a flamenco show is a must.
But forget the touristy ‘tablaos’ with their steep entry
fees and head instead to a ‘peña’. Peñas are best
described as a flamenco social club and are home
to some of the most authentic flamenco on offer
in the city. Performances are only on Wednesday
evenings so for weekend flamenco try the Peña
Níño de la Alfalfa. Be sure to stay until the end of
the flamenco evening to enjoy the ‘fin de fiesta’ in
which any flamenco artists in the audience, dancers
or otherwise are encouraged to take to the stage for
a flamenco free-for-all.

SEVILLE AQUARIUM
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If you are travelling to Seville with family, there’s plenty
to do to keep the kids happy too! Seville Aquarium
is perfect for kids, the venue offers a journey that
reproduces Magellan's expedition around the world,
starting in Seville's port. Visitors can watch a wide
variety of species that represent the biodiversity of
the planet's rivers, seas, jungles and oceans. With
35 aquariums and a 700 m2 direct route, visitors can
see more than 400 water species represented in their
different habitats and ecosystems.
The main aquarium is the Oceanario, which contains
2 million litres of water and is nearly 9 metres high
which is the deepest shark aquariums in Spain.
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EXPLORE

Madrid
M

adrid. From luxury shopping to cable
cars through the mountains. Madrid
is Spain's central capital, a city of elegant
boulevards and expansive, manicured parks
such as the Buen Retiro. No other city on
earth is more alive than Madrid, a beguiling
place whose sheer energy carries a simple
message: this city knows how to live.
Madrid is celebrated for its rich treasuries
of European art, including the Prado
Museum’s works by Goya, Velázquez and
other Spanish masters. Head to the heart
of old Hapsburg Madrid to see the porticolined Plaza Mayor and the nearby Royal
Palace and Armory, with its collection of
historical weaponry. Madrid is definitely for
everyone to enjoy.
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Looking for
Football Tickets?
Look no further.

Book your next set
of sporting tickets with
Oceandusk Global Wholesale Travel
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+44 (0)20 7582 2233
football@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel
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Top Hotels In

Barcelona
W Barcelona Hotel
Located in the stunning waterfront area of Spain’s most dynamic
and stylish city, W Barcelona boasts exceptional views of both
the Mediterranean Sea and the City of Barcelona from most of
its 473 guest rooms and suites. Designed by world-renowned
architect Ricardo Bofill, W Barcelona sets the scene for exquisite
stay steps from the famous Barceloneta boardwalk. The W hotel
is a good choice if you are looking for a modern and luxurious
experience.

Hotel Arts Barcelona
An entirely modern-looking five-star hotel located right on the
beach. A good-sized swimming pool sits alongside Frank Gehry’s
huge, shimmering ‘Fish’ sculpture, next to a lavish garden with
a small children’s pool, and there are a well-equipped gym and
spa. Service is hard to beat, and immaculately-trained staff glide
around the place, waiting to be hailed. Some bedrooms look out
to sea, some over the city, but the best option is you can have a
view of both. Dining options include two-Michelin-starred
Enoteca.

Mandarin Oriental Barcelona
Mandarin Oriental Barcelona is ideally situated for keen shoppers
right on the celebrated Passeig de Gràcia. Guests can relax in the
beautiful Mimosa garden, or enjoy the view from the rooftop,
where they can work up an appetite in the pool before relaxing
over lunch. The hotel offers amazing bedroom extras, from good
quality aromatherapy toiletries to leatherbound notebooks and a
box of chocolates on arrival. The culinary highlight is Moments,
run by the son of triple-starred chef Carme Ruscalleda.

Hotel Omm

52

The Omm is ideally located just off the Passeig de Gràcia. It was
Barcelona’s first ‘design hotel’, and its avant-garde style and the
continuous transformation keeps the building even more interesting. The long lobby has a free fireplace surrounded by cubed
leather furniture while the rooms have a crisp, fresh look. The
main restaurant, Moo, is one of Barcelona’s best. From the terrace, there is a unique view of Gaudí’s warrior-like chimneys on
the roof of nearby La Pedrera.
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Looking for
accommodation
in Europe?

Book your next vacation to Europe with
Oceandusk Global Wholesale Travel
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+44 (0)20 7582 2233
europe@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel
Image featured Junior Suite at
Monument Hotel
Barcelona
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Visit

USA

winter 2018
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NEW YORK
The weather may be dreary, but New York is anything but dull during the colder months. There
are so many wonderful things to do in winter,
which only reinstates this fact: the city that never
sleeps undoubtedly doesn’t hibernate during the
colder months. There are plenty of exciting events,
including a winter carnival and festivals to keep
everybody satisfied. For something a bit more
snugly, check out the cosiest restaurants and bars
in NYC or lounge inside a sauna at one of the best
spas. Don’t forget that New York is beautiful in
winter, so bundle up and go out to admire all the
snow-covered trees at the best NYC parks, and
enjoy fun winter celebrations including dog shows,
book fairs and Winter Jam.
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Orlando
Orlando inspires amazing stories like nowhere else. Feel the excitement at the legendary theme parks
including Walt Disney World® Resort, Universal Orlando Resort™, SeaWorld® Orlando and LEGOLAND® Florida. Also enjoy Orlando’s world-class shopping, award-winning dining, exciting nightlife,
and outdoor adventures in year-round, sunny weather.
1. Disney World
Mickey Mouse has been a Central Florida resident for more than four decades, and Walt Disney’s most famous
character has grown up a lot since then. Back in October 1971, this was a one-park, three-resort holiday entirely
for families. Today, there are four theme parks, 22 hotels, two water parks, golf courses, and myriad other attractions, including a rapidly expanding shopping and dining “town centre” called Disney Springs. The perfect
winter escape for the whole family.
2. Nasa Museum
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex is part of an active spaceport where visitors can get closer to NASA than
anywhere else on the planet. This is the place where tourists of all ages, from all over the world, can go behind
the gates of NASA to glimpse the future of space travel — at the site from which we will launch for Mars and
beyond. The complex provides thousands of things to do. See iconic spacecraft that took us to new frontiers —
space shuttle Atlantis and the Saturn V moon rocket. Experience Heroes & Legends, a new immersive attraction
that brings the stories of NASA’s pioneering astronauts to life. Touch, feel, learn, discover, be immersed and be
inspired. At the place, the mission for exploration is still alive and growing with the next generation of space
explorers. Join The Journey at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.
3. Legoland
LEGOLAND Florida Resort is a multi-day vacation destination built for kids 2-12. Located in Central Florida’s Winter Haven, just 45 minutes from Orlando and Tampa, the resort includes an interactive, 150-acre theme park with
more than 50 rides, shows and attractions inspired by popular LEGO brands and characters, LEGOLAND Water
Park and a world-famous botanical garden. LEGOLAND Hotel, located just steps from the theme park entrance,
features 152 rooms and suites, each with its own LEGO theme. LEGOLAND Beach Retreat is a lakefront resort
with 83 themed bungalows offering 166 separate rooms. A must see a magical place when in Orlando.
4. Hogwarts Express
Riding the Hogwarts Express to Hogsmeade is an incredible experience for the whole family. To be able to catch
your train head to London in Universal Studios Florida. Enter King’s Cross Station and walk straight through a
solid brick wall onto Platform 9 ¾. There, a Hogwarts station staff member will be waiting to lead you to your
passenger compartment aboard the train. As you wind your way through the urban outskirts of London into the
British countryside, keep looking outside your window as you don’t know who you might see flying, swooping,
or lurking outside the train before alighting at Hogsmeade.
5. Animal Kingdom
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Disney’s Animal Kingdom is a zoological theme park at the Walt Disney World Resort in Bay Lake, Florida, near
Orlando. Discover the riches of Africa at Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge. The adventure of a jungle safari comes
alive in front of your eyes with lavish surroundings, showcasing the beauty of this mighty kingdom. Many rooms
overlook the beautiful savannas, from which you can spot grazing zebra, giraffes and gazelles roaming freely in
natural environments. The hotel provides a wide range of activities embracing these animals, aimed at every age
range. An extraordinary place indeed, the whole family can appreciate and enjoy.
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Boston
SKYLINES
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Boston is Massachusetts’ capital and largest city. Founded in 1630,
it is one of the oldest cities in the U.S. Boston is perfect for food and
art lovers. Explore the city where the modern and the past are in constant conversation, where cobbled-stone streets meet glass-enclosed
shopping galleries, where The Freedom Trail landmarks stand beside
cutting-edge restaurants, and where renowned performance theatres
brush shoulders with contemporary art galleries.
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Revel in the extraordinary
at Montage Beverly Hills

VISIT BEVERLY HILLS
From the famous fashion houses to
one-of-a-kind local boutiques, Beverly Hills provides a shoppers’ paradise located within a compact, easily
walkable area known as the Golden
Triangle. Discover the world-famous
Rodeo Drive where you’ll find Dior,
Prada, Gucci, Valentino, Armani and
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Cartier. The crown jewel in the heart
of Beverly Hills, Two Rodeo Drive,
with quaint cobblestone walkways
leading to the world of Versace,
Lanvin, Jimmy Choo and Tiffany.
Just under Wilshire Boulevard and a
few blocks east of Rodeo Drive visit
the lovely and vibrant South Bever-

ly Drive. With an almost small-town
feel, this eclectic street has both fine
dining options and low-key eateries,
high-end boutiques and affordable
shops. South Beverly Drive is an essential stop for those wanting to discover another side of Beverly Hills.
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Looking for
accommodation
in the USA?

Book your next vacation to the USA
with Oceandusk Global Wholesale Travel
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+44 (0)20 7582 2233
usa@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel

Image Featured:
Park Two Bedroom Suite
at Trump International Hotel & Tower
New YorkNew York, US
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Visit

THE MIDDLE EAST
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Visit

Abu Dhabi

Abu Dhabi Desert Safari

Sheikh Zayed Grand
Mosque
The Sheikh Zayed Grand
Mosque is located in Abu
Dhabi,
the capital city of the
70
United Arab Emirates. The
largest mosque in the country,
it is the key place of worship for
daily prayers, Friday gathering
and Eid prayers. It features an
immense Persian carpet, crystal
chandeliers and capacity of
41,000 worshipers.

Follow the footsteps of the nomadic
Bedouins into a sea of sand, a land
of fairytale imaginations and mystery.
Enjoy the desert in a myriad of ways,
from modern activities like sand
boarding to camel riding, reminiscent
of the Bedouin's favourite vehicle.
There are activities to experience,
including dune bashing, dune buggy
riding; overnight stays with delicious
BBQs and live belly dancing. Abu
Dhabi Desert Safaris are perfect for a
romantic experience, a desert sunrise
or an overnight stay.
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DUBAI
Dubai is full of glitz and glam,
one of the most captivating
cities in the world with its
impressive architecture,
immaculate streets, stunning
beaches and exquisite resorts.
Dubai is a city and emirate
in the United Arab Emirates
known for luxury shopping
and a lively nightlife scene. Burj
Khalifa, an 830m-tall tower,
dominates the skyscraper-filled
skyline. At its foot lies the Dubai
Fountain, with jets and lights
choreographed to music. On
artificial islands, just offshore is
Atlantis, The Palm, a resort with
water and marine-animal parks.
Indulge yourself in absolute
luxury and visit Dubai for a
winter break.

Shop at Dubai's best souks
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Discover Dubai’s shopping heritage
at the city’s top Arabian markets.
Lavish gold jewellery, hand-woven
fabrics,
traditional
fragrances
and cheap knickknacks – Dubai’s
exciting souks have it all. While the
city has a reputation as a thriving
modern metropolis, traditional
Arabian markets are still a vital part
of daily life and trade. A wander
through one of Dubai's bustling
souks is an essential experience for
both visitors and locals. Fittingly for
Dubai, “the city of gold,” the Gold
Souk is a must-see for serious metal
traders. The wide passageways are
alive with merchants and artists
trained in the craft of designing
jewellery, from bespoke pieces to
alluring Arabic designs. Find your
piece of jewellery and take home a
shiny part of Dubai.

Ski Dubai

Enjoy a seaplane flight

Discover Ski Dubai, the first indoor
ski resort in the Middle East!
A fantastic mountain-themed
wintery setting where visitors
can enjoy skiing, snowboarding,
tobogganing, take part in many
snow events and meet and
play with Ski Dubai's newest
residents; the Snow Penguins! Ski
Dubai is established in Mall of the
Emirates. Enjoy rolling down the
Giant Ball run, jumping a 10ft.
ramp, spiralling down the tube
slides, sightseeing in the chairlift
or just taking a break over a hot
chocolate at minus 4 degrees.
So enjoy the real snow, all year
round in a winter world of
exciting events. Themes and
sports for the whole family!

A unique experience only in
Dubai. Enjoy spectacular views
of Dubai’s skyscrapers, beaches
and architectural wonders on a
40-minute seaplane flight. Step
aboard and thrill as you dive
around top Dubai attractions
such as the Burj Khalifa, Burj
Al-Arab
and
palm-shaped
island archipelago of the Palm
Jumeirah. Continue your flight
over The World to see how its
islands mark out countries and
continents from above and fly
over Jebel Ali, Dubai Marina and
other landmarks. Choose from
two takeoff locations and three
departure times from each to
suit your schedule.
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Looking for
accommodation
in the Indian
Ocean?

Book your next vacation to the Maldives
with Oceandusk Global Wholesale Travel
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+971 (0)4 450 8225
uae@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel
Image Featured:
The Westin Maldives Overwater Suite
Pool
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DREAM ISLANDS
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“Mauritius was made first and
then heaven, heaven being copied
after Mauritius with its own twist”
- Mark Twain
Mauritius is rightly famed for its
azure waters, white sand beaches
and luxury resorts that provide a
front-row seat onto some of the
most stunning views in the Indian Ocean. These are places of the
utmost refinement, of impeccable
service, of facilities that range from
pampering spas, designer rooms
and extensive watersports options to dreamy swimming pools,
expansive palm-strewn grounds
and world-class restaurants. Your
stay will live long in the memory
and will have you dreaming of a
return. Mainly that’s because of
the supreme levels of comfort and
luxury.
But it’s also thanks to the resorts’
discretion and warmth, and the
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Visit
Mauritius

unmistakable sense of being treated like royalty.
And what to do? The island has a
lot to offer in terms of activities.
Lie on a beach all day? Or enjoy
the incredible range of activities
on offer? Mauritius has it all. There
is so much you can do including
kite surfing, boat excursions to the
beautiful islands of the lagoon,
and the full suite of paddling activities offered by hotels and beach
operators. Also, diving and snorkelling here are terrific, Mauritius
is enclosed by shallow waters, a
coral reef, sublime underwater
topography and a dramatic ocean
drop-off. On land, you’ll need to
decide between fabulous hiking,
horse riding and even championship-standard golf courses.
Whatever you decide, Mauritius
will fill you up with unforgettable
experiences.

Snorkelling fun
on the
Seychelles
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Visit
Maldives
The Maldives, known to the locals in their native language (Dhivehi). It is a tropical nation
in the Indian Ocean composed of 26 ring-shaped atolls, which are made up of more than
1,000 coral islands. They lie south-southwest of India and west of Sri Lanka. None of the
coral islands measures more than 1.8 metres above sea level. It’s known for its beaches, blue
lagoons and extensive reefs. The capital, Malé, has a busy fish market, restaurants and shops
on the main road, Majeedhee Magu, and 17th-century Hukuru Miskiy (also known as Friday
Mosque) made of carved white coral. Only 192 islands are inhabited by its 300,000 inhabitants. The rest of the islands remain virgin islands except for more than 100 islands that have
been developed for the top end of the tourist market. Within people's memory, The Maldives
is portrayed as a tropical paradise, a genuinely dream holiday destination.
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Visit
Seychelles

Seychelles is an archipelago of 115 islands in
the Indian Ocean, off East Africa. It is home
to several beaches, coral reefs and nature reserves, as well as rare animals such as giant
Aldabra tortoises. Mahé, a hub for visiting
the other islands, is home to the capital city
Victoria. It also has the mountain rainforests of Morne Seychellois National Park and
beaches, including Beau Vallon and Anse
Takamaka. You cannot go wrong with The
Seychelles for a luxury winter escape.
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Oceandusk’s Marketing Manager, Tunde Valiszka gives us her Cuba trip
roundup from earlier this year

avana
H
i
k
s
n
i
Kemp
famous
f the most
o
e
n
o
is
a
aurant
r El Floridit
cal fish rest
ri
to
is
h
Floridita o
A
.
ss
ld Havana
bispo, acro
places in O
of Calle O
um of
d
n
se
e
u
e
M
th
l
at
tiona
a
N
e
th
which lies
m
be
Street fro
nt used to
Monserrate avana. The restaura I was told,
fH
ot, and as
full
Fine Arts o
favourite sp since. The venue is
's
y
a
w
g
in
d
e
g
Hem
n
a
.
in
r hasn't ch
ue to get
the interio
ed to que
e
n
rs
o
it
is
v
of life, and

El F
lori
d ita

Amazing beaches and white sand surround Cuba.
The closest beach to Havana is about 30 minutes
drive. You cannot find modern cars in Havana, and
it is most likely a vintage Chevrolet that will take
you down to the sea. A car that probably carried
Frank Sinatra and Fidel Castro around back in the
days. You will find musicians entertaining visitors,
and it is always nice to give them a couple of pesos
in exchange for listening to Cuba's most famous
song, Guantanamera.
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Salsa dance is probably one of the most essential
elements of Cuban culture. There are authentic
dancers all over the city, entertaining both tourists
and locals. Havana is one of the liveliest places I
have ever been to; there is a musician or a dancer
or both at every corner of Old Havana. Embrace
Cuba's beautiful culture while walking up and
down the streets. The place is magical.

85

Salsa

NEW
DESTINATIONS

South Korea, Denmark, Iceland, Portugal, Russia

South Korea
The Korean Peninsula offers the traveller a dazzling range of experiences, beautiful landscapes and
5000 years of culture and history. Etiquette plays a significant role in Korean people’s generosity to
outsiders, and their inherent graciousness possesses a highly endearing quality. Helpfulness abounds,
whether it’s at a tourist office, asking someone for directions or finding yourself deep in a conversation with a stranger. Time-honoured Confucian principles have set a template for strong civic pride in
a society that is introspective, perhaps, but also polite and affirmative. You may pass glorious landscapes and gaze out across dazzling seas but don’t forget, half of your travel journey will be about
the people, and the Korean tribe are a joy to be among.
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Denmark

Fairytale, happiness & hygge
Denmark might not be the warmest country; it is still a heart-warming place.
It is a country where the term ‘fairy tale’ can be used freely. In a nutshell, Denmark gets it right: old-fashioned
charm embraces the most avowedly forward-looking design and social developments. The country wins a regular place on lists of both the most liveable and the happiest nations on earth. You won’t have to search hard to
find much-prized hygge, a uniquely Danish trait that has a profound influence on the locals’ inestimable happiness. Hygge is social nirvana in Denmark: a sense of cosiness, camaraderie and contentment. Read more about
the secret of Danish happy living, Hygge on the next page.
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Hygge

LIFESTYLE

Hygge: The Danish Art of Cosiness

The Danish Secrets of Happy Living
Hygge (pronounced hue-guh) is a Danish word
used when experiencing a feeling or moment, for
Danes, hygge is the pursuit of everyday happiness. Whether alone or with friends and family,
at home or out, ordinary or extraordinary, it is
something cosy, charming or special.

In essence, hygge means creating a warm atmosphere and enjoying the good things in life with
good people. The warm glow of candlelight is
hygge. Cosying up with a loved one for a movie – that’s hygge, too. And there’s nothing more
hygge than sitting around with friends and family,
discussing the big and small things in life. Perhaps
hygge explains why the Danes are some of the
happiest people in the world.

Hygge doesn’t require learning, adopting it as a
lifestyle or buying anything.
It only requires consciousness, a certain slowness,
and the ability not just to be present – but recognise and enjoy the moment. That’s why so many
people distil ‘hygge’ down to being a ‘feeling’
– because if you don’t feel hygge, you probably
aren’t using the word right.

Take a tip from the Danish: You can find hygge
almost anywhere if you know how to look for it.
Lit up a candle, make a hot chocolate and
snuggle up on a cosy sofa to be present and enjoy the moment.

The top 5 baths in Europe

1

Cave Bath, Hungary

2

Pamukkale, Turkey

3

Thermae Bath Spa, Bath - UK

4

Moorish Bath, Seville - Spain

The Cave Bath is a thermal bath in a natural cave in
Miskolctapolca, Hungary, a unique place in Europe. The
thermal water (temperature: 30°C/86°F) is reputed to
reduce joint pain, and since it has a lower salt content
than most thermal waters (around 1000 mg/ litre),
people can bathe in it for much longer, practically an
unlimited amount of time. It has been excavated and
channelled by water from hard bath stone cliff during
thousands of years.

Pamukkale, meaning “cotton castle” in Turkish, is a
natural site in Denizli Province in Southwestern Turkey.
The city contains hot springs and travertine, terraces of
carbonate minerals left by the flowing water.
It is found in Turkey’s Inner Aegean region, in the River
Menderes valley, which has a temperate climate for
most of the year. People have bathed in its pools for
thousands of years has been excavated and channelled
by water from hard bath stone cliff during thousands
of years. A breathtaking place to visit.

Thermae Bath Spa is an award-winning Natural Spa
where you can now bathe in Britain’s only naturally
warm, mineral-rich waters as the Celts and Romans did
over 2,000 years ago. By day and by night, you can relax
in the indoor Minerva Bath and open-air rooftop pool
with spectacular views over the city of Bath. Additionally, you can refresh your senses in the aroma steam
rooms and choose from over 40 spa treatments and
packages. Thermal Bath Spa is a perfect place to go for
a spa break whilst visiting Bath!

Take a swim in one of the most marvellous places in
Spain, Seville. An ancient Moorish bath, restored in the
16th century, with a fascinating spa.
One of the most amazing places that you mustn’t miss
if you visit Seville is the Moorish Hammam Aire de
Seville, located in the centre of the Santa Cruz neighbourhood and which we could describe as an oasis in
the heart of Seville.
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5

The Blue Lagoon, Iceland

The Blue Lagoon geothermal spa is one of the most
visited attractions in Iceland. The spa is located in a
lava field in Grindavík on the Reykjanes Peninsula,
southwestern Iceland, 39 km from the capital city of
Reykjavík, roughly a 20 minute drive from the airport
and a 50 minute drive from Reykjavík. The warm waters
are rich in minerals like silica and sulphur and bathing
in the Blue Lagoon is reputed to help some people
suffering from skin diseases such as psoriasis.
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Portugal
Portugal is a country with something for
everyone. From historic cities such as Porto
and Coimbra to the vibrant cultural centre that
is Lisbon, Portugal is filled full of museums,
monuments and stunning architecture. Medieval castles, cobblestone villages, captivating
cities and golden beaches: the Portugal experience can be many things. History, great food
and idyllic scenery are just the beginning…You
can pack an itinerary visiting palaces set above
mist-covered woodlands, craggy clifftop castles
and stunningly preserved medieval town centres. The weather is relatively mild during the
winter, providing the perfect escape for all.
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ICELAND

Magical Northern Lights, Puffin Birds and Whale Watching
If someone needed to describe Iceland in one word, that would be: magical. It is probably the most
beautiful country to view from the air; everything is white and turquoise. Iceland provides many activities
such as skiing, dog sledging, whale and Puffin Bird watching, and of course, you can sleep under the
Northern Lights in five-star luxury igloos. For a truly unique experience this winter, head to Iceland and
don’t forget your camera.
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Russia
Historic & Contemporary

The world’s largest country offers it all, from historic
cities and idyllic countryside to artistic riches, epic
train rides and exciting nightlife.

If ancient walled citadels, glittering
palaces and swirly-spired churches are
what you’re after, you must visit
European Russia. Moscow and
St Petersburg are the places to be.
Within easy reach of these cities,
there are charming historic towns
and villages, such as Veliky Novgorod,
Pskov and Suzdal, where you can find
gingerbread cottages and amazing
views of rural Russia.

Arty & Adventurous
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Whether you’re a culture vulture in
search of inspiration from great artists
and writers or an adventure addict
looking for new horizons to conquer,
Russia fully delivers. Walk in the
footsteps of great Russian writers,
including Tolstoy and Pushkin, on their
country properties. Ski or climb high
mountains in the Caucasus, go
trekking or white-water rafting in the
Altai Republic, hike around Lake
Baikal, or scale an active volcano in
Kamchatka – the number of
possibilities will make your head spin.
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Feast Like a Tsar
Beluga Caviar
Russian caviar, made from sturgeon roe, is a rare
delicacy, and Beluga caviar, made from the rare
and endangered Beluga sturgeon, is considered
the extremely expensive gold standard. It has
traditionally been an indulgence of the rich,
goes well with champagne and crackers, and is
often used in Russian recipes.

Beluga Ca
viar

Eggs Stuffed with Red Caviar and Cheese

ed with
Eggs stuff

red caviar,

salmon

and cheese

Russian eggs, or dressed eggs, are hard-boiled eggs
that have been shelled, cut in half, and filled with
a paste made from the egg yolks mixed with other
ingredients such as mayonnaise and mustard. They
are generally served cold as a side dish, appetiser or a
main course, often for holidays or parties. The dish’s
origin can be seen in recipes for boiled, seasoned
eggs as far back as ancient Rome, where they were
traditionally served as a first course. The Russian dish
is popular across Europe and in North America.

Crackers or Chips with Caviar
These fine mini wafer crackers are one of Russia’s favourite ways to serve caviar, cheese or
pate. They’re quick, easy and their delicate texture and clean, neutral flavour don’t take away
from enjoying the pop of caviar pearls. Perfect
Russian appetiser.

Crackers w

ith Salmon

Introducing Russian Flavours
Russian cuisine is a collection of the different cooking traditions of the Russian people. The cuisine is diverse, with Northern and Eastern European, Caucasian, Central Asian, Siberian, and East Asian influences.
Russian cuisine derives its varied character from the vast and multi-ethnic expanse of Russia. However,
caviar is a vital element of Russian cooking.
A New Year’s Eve feast is a time when Russians compete over who will buy the most delicious caviar. The
classical way to prepare caviar is to make small sandwiches with white bread, then butter and add caviar on
top. Sometimes they’re adorned with dill, which is ubiquitous in Russian cooking.

and Cavia

r

Rolls with Salmon and Caviar
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viar

on and Ca

Salm
Rolls with

Probably one of the tastiest and easiest Russsian
starters, it only takes minutes to prepare. Slic
salted or smoked salmon into thin strips. Put
a teaspoon of butter, twist the rolls and place
them vertically on a flat plate. For a more refined dish, tie a roll with an onion, and place the
red caviar on top.

99

Looking for
a worldwide
MICE specialist?

Your Event.
Our Service.

Book your next event with
Groupstay

100

101

+44 (0)20 7582 2233
groups@groupstay.net
www.groupstay.net

Visit

THE UK

102

103

CAMBRIDGE

LAKE DISTRICT
The Lake District is the jewel of the
British countryside. It is also known
as the Lakes or Lakeland, is a
mountainous region in North West
England. A popular holiday destination, it is famous for its associations with William Wordsworth
and other Lake Poets and also with
Beatrix Potter and John Ruskin. For
crisp air and breathtaking views
visit the Lake District, luxury hotels
are also available.

Cambridge is a city on the River Cam in eastern England, home to the prestigious University of
Cambridge, dating to 1209. University colleges include King’s, famed for its choir and
towering Gothic chapel, as well as Trinity, founded by Henry VIII, and St John’s, with its
16th-century Great Gate. University museums have exhibits on archaeology and anthropology,
polar exploration, the history of science and zoology.
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GLASGOW

Scotland’s biggest city has evolved over the last couple of decades to become one of Britain’s most intriguing
and sophisticated metropolises. Glasgow’s wealthy architecture, the Victorian and public buildings, its shops and
amazing parks make the city attractive for tourists. Glasgow is capable of pleasing everyone. Tourists interested in
arts and culture, foodies and architecture lovers. Collecting was big in Victorian times, some wonderful museums
and galleries complement Glasgow’s legacy. Glasgow is the central shopping district in Scotland. The city packs
out at weekends when Highlanders, islanders, Edinburghers come to browse the malls. The downtown area has
several influential shopping centres and arcades fully stocked with global brands as well as more local, artisan
luxury products.

Cardiff
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The capital of Wales since 1955, Cardiff has embraced the role with
energy, emerging in the new millennium as one of Britain’s most
eclectic urban centres. Ancient fort and an ultramodern waterfront
define the city; compact Cardiff had become one of the most exciting
places in the UK. It’s not just the rugby that draws crowds into the
city these days, culture and architecture also crucial elements of
Cardiff. On the weekends, the cities energy and buzz moves into
restaurants and music venues. Pub tours and gourmet restaurants are
the best way to spend the evenings. Cardiff also makes an excellent
base for day trips to the surrounding valleys and coast, where you’ll
find castles, beaches, interesting industrial sites and ancient
monuments. Don’t miss out on this fantastic city.
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Looking for
a Private Jet
Service?
Look no further.
Professional Private Jet Service
Fast Response Time
Competitive Pricing
24/7 Reliable Service
Most Worldwide Locations Covered

Book a private jet service with
Oceandusk Global Wholesale Travel
+44 (0)20 7582 2233
uk@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel
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Travel News
2018

Travel News
2018

10 PLACES EVERYONE WANTS TO TRAVEL
TO IN 2018

Asian destinations dominated the list of the
most-visited cities in the world last year. Although, tourists seem to be laying their eyes
on European destinations according to data
from travel search engines. To create this list,
research looked at the top 100 most searched
destinations between 3 March 2017 and 28
February 2018. The study identified the cities around the world with the highest yearover-year increase in search. Here is the list
to see where travellers wish to go in 2018.

Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Hotel, reopens
in Oman
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Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Hotel, has reopened after a period of lengthy refurbishment that includes redesigned rooms and suites, refreshed Ritz Kids experiences, and new culinary options. An iconic symbol of Omani culture and hospitality, the palace hotel has been reimagined to embrace the needs
of families and the modern global traveller, offering new and inspiring experiences. “Oman continues
to welcome record numbers of worldwide visitors thanks to our commitment to offering world-class experiences for the modern global traveller that honour and celebrate our beautiful natural surroundings,
rich culture and history,” commented Maitha bint Saif Al Mahrouqi, undersecretary for the department
of tourism of Oman. “The renovation of Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carlton Hotel fully supports this vision,
and we are certain that the hotel will remain to contribute to the Sultanate’s growing tourism industry.”
Royal Estates Royal Court Affairs in Oman carried out the design of most of the refurbishment works,
while renowned luxury integrated design firm WATG and affiliated design studio Wimberly Interiors
provided some of the other architecture and interior renovation under the supervision of the Royal Estates.

10. Rome, Italy
9. Paris, France
8. Athens, Greece
7. Madrid, Spain
6. Las Vegas, Nevada
5. Lisbon, Portugal
4. Amsterdam, Netherlands
3. Bali, Indonesia
2. Barcelona, Spain
1. Maui, Hawaii

TRAINLINE SIGNS REAL RUSSIA PARTNERSHIP
TO OPEN NEW ROUTES

Trainline has published their partnership with Real
Russia, a licensed ticketing agency for Russian
Railways outside of the country. The partnership
means Trainline now provides travellers with
access to iconic trans-continental journeys like
the legendary Trans-Siberian Express and the
high-speed Sapsan trains between Moscow
and St. Petersburg or Nizhny Novgorod. Longdistance epic sleeper services through Russia and
Siberia can be reserved easily. The partnership
means that Trainline works with rail and coach
companies across 44 countries, has more than
doubled its total carrier partners, to over 200, in
the last 12 months. Other recent reporting include
a partnership with ÖBB, Austria’s national rail
operator, as well as a Japan Rail pass partnership
with JTB.

FONTEVERDE SPA LAUNCHES NEW BRIDES-TO-BE PACKAGES

Italian Hospitality Collection’s Fonteverde Spa in Tuscany, has
introduced a brand-new Brides-To-Be spa package. Tailormade for
brides who fancy a healthy hen do, the box promises to help stressedout brides and their closest friends relax and unwind before the special
day. Sat in the picturesque Val d’Orcia valley, Fonteverde is the former
historic property of Ferdinando de’ Medici and is renowned for its
natural spa and open spring water pools overlooking the beautiful
Tuscan countryside. Brides-to-be and bridesmaids participating in
Fonteverde’s exclusive two-night Brides-To-Be package will enjoy
pampering facials and massages as well as a luxurious evening at the
thermal spa and Bioaquam pool complete with delicious cocktails,
crisp champagne and Italian canapés. The pampering will begin with
a 50-minute brightening facial for brides and bridesmaids-to-be.
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Question Time

ODOS

We interviewed Emma Quainton, the Assistant
Director of Sales for The Dorchester, 45 Park
Lane and Coworth Park. Having worked alongside Oceandusk for over ten years in the luxury
hotel industry, Emma is a passionate and specialised hotelier who enjoys running and exploring spa destinations in her spare time.
What’s the first thing you do when you get
home from a business trip?
Scoop up my little boy, pull the Hunters on and go
trekking through the woods in the Chiltern Hills
close to home. I love the clean, fresh air and miss
the UK climate when I am away!

Oceandusk Online System
Offering an online booking engine for those who
need to book quickly and maximise revenue streams.

Emma Quainton, Assistant Director of Sales.
from The Dorchester Collection

Best place you’ve ever stayed?
Casa Angelina on the Amalfi Coast. One of the most
tranquil and luxurious places on Earth!
What would be your desert island luxury?
Trebor strong mints. Totally obsessed.
What can’t you travel without?
My laptop. The iPad just doesn’t cut it for me, I need
complete access!
What’s your top travel tip?
Pack light for the on-board luggage and squeeze
everything into the hold…I like having everything
to hand underneath the seat in front. No wrestling
with the overhead lockers thank you!
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There’s no place like …
The English countryside. I love sitting outside on a
crispy sunny morning with a magazine and hot
coffee. The Barn at Coworth is a complete favourite,
a little dose of beauty not far from London.
Where is your dream destination?
Japan during the blossom season is top of the list at
the moment. Would love to see all the latest whizzy
technology and try the food too!

117

www.odos.travel

Looking for
someone to
book your next
incentive group?
Look no further

2

Contact Groupstay Now
Call: +44 (0)20 7587 0001
Email: groups@groupstay.net
Visit: www.groupstay.net

