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USA
Everything you need to know
about USA based escapes

Wasim Ud Din
Managing Director
This edition is full of up and
coming destinations that
will have you mesmerised
with their soaring
skyscrapers, culture, and
delicious food - Georgia,
Montenegro and Sardinia
are key contributors. Here
at Oceandusk, we're truly
passionate about travel and
we've included exciting
expeditions that will tick
all of the right boxes. I
recommend that readers
interested in the USA
should turn to the America
section to see what Miami,
California and New York
all have to offer. If you're
4
looking for something closer
to home then rest assured
we have London hot spots
covered. Enjoy the issue!

Govind Bhudia
General Manager - UK

Ros Cherrill
Contracting Manager

Leia Solanki
Marketing Manager / Editor

Travel has always been
my passion. I like to take
time away from my busy
London life to visit the
world. Walking on a beach
in the Maldives, shopping in
Dubai or visiting the iconic
Times Square, all different
types of holidays I enjoy.
My favourite place to be is
back in my home country,
India. India is such a vast
country where there are so
many different cultures and
places to discover - riding
elephants, visiting temples,
India is offering amazing and
unforgettable experiences.
And last, but not least, I am
able to share these moments
with my close family. London
is home, but India is where
the heart is.

At last, summer is on its
way! This leaves me with
one question – do I vacation
or “stay”cation? There is
no feeling like knowing
you are about to depart
for a holiday, whether it is
packing your flip flops and
sun cream or your walking
shoes and guide map, a
holiday is a holiday wherever
you are heading. In your
home country or abroad,
there are plenty of hidden
gems to discover, from
local galleries and historic
buildings, to gastronomy
and nightlife, I find that
there is something to do for
all individual holiday goers.
The world is your oyster as
they say!

In this summer edition of
Voyager I wanted to provide
our readers with lots of
engaging content and
imagery with the mission
to celebrate the beauty of
the world and its amazing
places and experiences. I
believe that the world is a
better place if we experience
new cultures and get out
and travel. In this edition,
we shed light on top
destinations including the
UK, Europe, USA, UAE and
Indian Ocean. We’ve also
included sections on things
to see and do in some of
these perimeters along with
a few pages on our top
picks for halal friendly food.
I hope you enjoy!

KEEP IN TOUCH Contact Leia Solanki, Marketing Manager at Oceandusk Group at leia@oceanduskgroup.com with any questions or queries you may have and we would
be delighted to be of assistance to you.
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MADE IN

BRITAIN
London has so much to offer, from magnificent history and culture
to cutting-edge fashion and food.
For a cosmopolitan city of 7.7 million people, London is quite parochial. Each neighbourhood, each street corner, is proud of its own identity. Central London is the shared London of all these groups and of
nearly 20 million visitors a year as well. Symbols of London – the cabbies, the red buses, the
pageantry, the Royal Family, the Houses of Parliament – all are here, along with the stock market, motorcycle
messengers, and crawling traffic. Whether you’ve lived here all your life or you’ve just arrived at Heathrow,
we’re all completely spoilt for brilliant things to do in London. From picture-postcard attractions to hotspots in
odd spots, by day and by night, from high art to wildlife, there are, in fact, so many things to do in London and
we’ve included some in this edition.
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Afternoon Tea
in Style
Perhaps more than anywhere else, London is
synonymous with Afternoon Tea. With over
270 venues to choose from we have something to suit every occasion and pocket.
Our top three recommendations:
Number

1

The Dorchester, [Mayfair]
Synonymous with luxury and grandeur, The
Dorchester Hotel on Park Lane presents
elegant British brasserie cuisine at The
Promenade.

Number

2

The Berkeley, [Knightsbridge]
Designer afternoon tea here is inspired by
the themes and colours of the fashion world.
The menu is transformed every six months to
follow the changing seasons in fashion.

Number

3

Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park,
[Knightsbridge]
Discover a quintessential British experience
by joining us for traditional afternoon tea at
The Rosebery Lounge, one of London’s most
fashionable destinations.
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The very best hotel’s
in the very best of London

Perfectly located in Marylebone, one of London’s most upmarket districts
Close to all main attractions including Bicester Village, Harrods, Westfield and Selfridges
300 of the largest guest rooms in London, including 51 suites
Arabic TV channels and Arabic Room Service menu
Luxurious Spa & Health Club including a 15-metre chlorine-free swimming pool
12

13

CLARIDGE’S

The Landmark London | 222 Marylebone Road | London NW1 6JQ
www.landmarklondon.co.uk

•

T H E C ON NAU G H T

•

THE BERKELEY

Places to visit in

London...
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...the capital and most
populous city of
England and the
United Kingdom.

Soho & Covent Garden

Kensington, Chelsea & Knightsbridge

Westminster

Southbank

Hampstead

Soho and Covent Garden, with their
abundance of shops, restaurants and
theatres, are the twin hubs of tourist
London, but if you step back from
their overcrowded centres – Piccadilly
Circus, Leicester Square, Oxford Street
and Covent Garden Piazza – you are
in the chic and lively heart of the West
End.

Kensington, Chelsea and
Knightsbridge are the most traditional,
least changing parts of the city.
Largely residential, the quiet squares
and immaculate terraced housing
are civilised, genteel pockets broken
up by the posh shopping streets of
Knightsbridge and the Kings Road,
and the museum mile of Brompton
and Exhibition Roads.

To many, Westminster and St James’s
are central London. Between them
they have the highest concentration
of iconic buildings – the Houses of
Parliament, Big Ben, Westminster
Abbey, 10 Downing Street,
Buckingham Palace, Trafalgar Square –
not to mention the National Galleries
and St James’s Park.

The South Bank is the south side
of the river between Tower and
Westminster bridges. If you only had
time for one slice of this London
sightseeing. Here in microcosm you
have the best of London: fantastic
food (Borough Market), art (Tate
Modern), theatre (Shakespeare’s Globe
and the National), music (Royal Festival
Hall) and architecture (Tower Bridge
and the London Eye).

London is not a homogeneous city.
It is rather a chaotic patchwork of
overlapping villages all of which have
distinctly different characters – boho
Notting Hill, edgy Camden, easy
Islington, gritty East End, intellectual
Hampstead, scientific Greenwich and
green Richmond – all merit a visit.
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One of the views from our Dome Penthouse, a truly unique
three bedroom suite with wrap around terrace.
Hotel Café Royal, a London luxury address like no other.
www.hotelcaferoyal.com
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Arlington House offers serviced residences in a leafy
environment in the very heart of the
Exclusive and lively Mayfair, St James’s area
www.arlingtonhouse.co.uk
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London

Explore
One of the world’s most visited cities,
London has something for everyone: from
history and culture to fine food.
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Looking for
accommodation
in the UK?

Book your next vacation to the UK with
Oceandusk Global Wholesale Travel
+44 (0)20 7582 2233
uk@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel

images featured:
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Visit

EDINBURGH
Packed with medieval tenements, narrow wynds of the Old Town
and the sweeping elegance of the Georgian New Town, there’s no
question that Edinburgh deserves its reputation as one of the most
stunning and enthralling cities in the world.

22

Edinburgh is the capital city of Scotland and one of its 32 local government council areas.
Located in Lothian on the Firth of Forth’s southern shore, it is Scotland’s second most populous city and
the seventh most populous in the United Kingdom. The population estimates are 464,990 for the city
of Edinburgh, 492,680 for the local authority area, and 1,339,380 for the city region (Edinburgh lies
at the heart of the proposed Edinburgh and South East Scotland city region). Recognised as the capital of Scotland since at least the 15th century, Edinburgh is home to the Scottish Parliament and the seat
of the monarchy in Scotland.
The city is also the annual venue
of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland and home to
national institutions such as the
National Museum of Scotland,
the National Library of Scotland and the Scottish National
Gallery. It is the largest financial
centre in the UK after London.
Historically part of Midlothian,
the city has long been a centre
of education, particularly in the
fields of medicine, Scots law,
literature, the sciences and engineering. The University of Edinburgh, founded in 1582 and
now one of four in the city, was
placed 17th in the QS World
University Rankings in 2013 and
2014. The city is also famous
for the Edinburgh International
Festival and the Fringe, the latter being the world’s largest annual international arts festival. The city’s historical and cultural attractions have made it the United Kingdom’s second most popular tourist destination after London, attracting over one million overseas visitors each
year. Historic sites in Edinburgh include Edinburgh Castle, Holyrood Palace, the churches of St. Giles, Greyfriars and the Canongate, and the extensive Georgian New Town, built in the 18th century. Edinburgh’s Old
Town and New Town together are listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, which has been managed by
Edinburgh World Heritage since 1999. You don’t need to travel far from Edinburgh city centre to escape to
the beautiful countryside of the Lothians. Stroll along Portobello’s pretty beach which is only a stone throw
away from the city centre, head to Pentland Hills Regional Park on the outskirts of the city, or spot incredible wildlife at Polkemmet Country Park. And why not savour some magnificent sights of sweeping landscapes
and sandy beaches such as Belhaven Bay along the John Muir Way. Be warned - the views are addictive!
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LONDON
FOR
KIDS

1

KidZania

2

Gambado Chelsea

3

Battersea Park Children's Zoo

4

The Little Gym Westfield

5

My Kid Atelier

6

Ripley's Believe It or Not! London

7
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Designed to empower kids, KidZania gives them the
confidence to challenge themselves and inspire them to
explore the world of opportunities. KidZania is a real life
role play experience for 4-14 year olds, blending learning
and reality with entertainment. For younger siblings
visiting KidZania, we have a dedicated Early Years area
which includes three main activities in our: Science Lab,
RightZKeepers Residence and the Kindergarten.

Gambado offers children the chance to play, learn,
explore and party in some of the most exciting indoor
play venues in the world. The venues have been superbly
designed to cater for all ages and are packed full of
variety and innovation to ensure that no two trips are the
same!

Battersea Park Children’s Zoo can be found by the
picturesque riverside walk in Battersea Park. Meet
monkeys, lemurs, meerkats, otters, farmyard animals and
aviaries filled with birds. This exciting animal experience
combines a zoo, animal encounters, play area, relaxing
café and gift shop.

The Little Gym Westfield offers a unique motor skills
and curriculum-based gymnastics programme, which
evolves with each stage of a child’s development. A
successful concept that helps children develop physically,
intellectually, emotionally and socially run by well-trained
and experienced staff.

My Kid Atelier is a creative kids’ party planning company
and party venue in London. Since opening as a small art
and activity studio in Fulham, during December 2014,
My Kid Atelier has transformed into a party planning
company, planning over 350 children’s events over the last
two years.

Step inside a world where the bizarre and the unbelievable
come to life and amazement is waiting around every corner
– whether it’s an actual chunk of the Berlin Wall, or the
Amazonian shrunken heads; a knitted Ferrari or a chewing
gum sculpture, at Ripley’s there are mind-boggling wonders
for even the wildest imagination. If it’s truly unbelievable,
it’s in here!

Natural History Museum

The Natural History Museum in London is a museum of
natural history that exhibits a vast range of specimens
from various segments of natural history. It is one of three
major museums on Exhibition Road in South Kensington,
the others being the Science Museum and the Victoria
and Albert Museum. The Natural History Museum's main
frontage, however, is on Cromwell Road.

Book your tickets through Oceandusk Group
+44 (0)20 7582 2233
uk@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel
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Fall in love with

France

France, in Western Europe,
encompasses medieval cities,
alpine villages and
Mediterranean beaches.
Paris, its capital, is famed for its
fashion houses, classical art
museums including the Louvre
and monuments like the Eiffel
Tower. The country is also
renowned for its wines and
sophisticated cuisine.
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Looking for
an apartment?
Apartmentstay is a fine
connoisseur in sourcing and
providing self-service and
serviced apartment
accommodation packages
throughout the UK, Europe,
USA, Middle East and
Worldwide.
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Contact Apartmentstay today to make
your next enquiry.
+44 (0)20 7724 4848
mail@apartmentstay.co.uk
www.apartmentstay.co.uk

[image] Fraser Suites Le Claridge Champs-Elysées
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Come and visit

Nice,
France

30
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Nice, France
A magnet for sunseekers and high-rollers
since the 19th century, this bewitching
coastal city has so much going for it.
Fabulous markets, an enticing old town,
glorious architecture and a wealth of super
restaurants.
The natural beauty of the Nice area and its mild
Mediterranean climate came to the attention of
the English upper classes in the second half of
the 18th century, when an increasing number of
aristocratic families took to spending their winters
there. The city’s main seaside promenade, the
Promenade des Anglais (“Walkway of the English’)
owes its name to visitors to the resort. For decades
now, the picturesque Nicean surroundings have
attracted not only those in search of relaxation,
but also those seeking inspiration. The clear air
and soft light have particularly appealed to some
of Western culture’s most outstanding painters,
such as Marc Chagall, Henri Matisse, Niki de Saint
Phalle and Arman. Their work is commemorated
in many of the city’s museums, including Musée
Marc Chagall, Musée Matisse and Musée des
Beaux-Arts. Nice has the second largest hotel
capacity in the country and it is one of its most
visited cities, receiving 4 million tourists every year.
It also has the third busiest airport in France, after
the two main Parisian ones. It is the historical
32

capital city of the County of Nice (Comté de Nice).
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Come and visit

Cannes, France
With its beautiful residential buildings near
the French riviera, Cannes is not one to
miss.
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Cannes is a city located on the French Riviera. The city is
known for its association with the rich and famous, its
luxury hotels and restaurants. As you walk among the
designer shops and palaces of La Croisette, the wealth
and glamour of it all cannot fail to impress: admiring Ferraris and Porsches cruising by, celebrity spotting on the
glitzy sunlounger-striped beaches and liner-sized yachts
moored at the port - these are hot Cannes pastimes.
Whether Cannes’ soul has managed to survive its celebrity-playground status is another question, but, there’s still
enough natural beauty to make a trip worthwhile: the harbour, the bay, the clutch of islands off the coast and the
old quarter, Le Suquet, all spring into life on a sunny day.
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Must sees in

Monaco

36

Monaco, a constitutional
monarchy on the Riviera
measuring less than a
square mile, evokes highstakes gambling, multimillion-dollar yachts, Russian
oligarchs, race car drivers,
James Bond films, spotless
sidewalks and no public
debt.
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Squeezed into just 200 hectares, this principality might be the world’s second smallest country (the Vatican is smaller), but what it lacks in size it makes up for in attitude. A magnet for
high-rollers and hedonists since the early 20th century, it’s also one of the world’s most notorious tax havens (residents pay no income tax). It’s also famous for its annual Formula 1 Grand
Prix, held every year in May since 1929.
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It’s a rather different story on the rocky
outcrop known as Le Rocher, which juts out
on the south side of the port and is home to
the royal palace, as well as a rather charming little old town which feels a world away
from Monte Carlo’s skyscrapers and super
yachts.
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Must sees in

Amsterdam
Amsterdam is the
Netherlands’ capital,
known for its artistic
heritage, elaborate canal
system and narrow houses
with gabled facades,
legacies of the city’s
17th-century Golden Age.
Its Museum District houses
the Van Gogh Museum,
works by Rembrandt and
Vermeer at the
Rijksmuseum, and modern
art at the Stedelijk. Cycling
is key to the city’s
character, and there are
numerous bike paths.

THE WISDOM IS LOCAL
THE STANDARDS ARE GLOBAL
THE EXPERIENCE IS UNIVERSAL

LONDON

WASHINGTON

PARIS

NEW YORK

DUBAI

SHANGHAI

SYDNEY

HONG KONG

BERLIN
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Spring in

Amsterdam

42
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Located in the the true heart of the city,
the Conservatorium is an architectural masterpiece
that combines a landmark heritage building
with graceful, contemporary design.
www.conservatoriumhotel.com

FLOWER POWER, MUSEUMS &
CONTEMPORARY DESIGN

T

he Conservatorium’s location means Amsterdam’s treasures aren’t across town. They’re
across the street. Standing on the famous site of
Amsterdam’s former Sweelinck Conservatory of
Music, the Conservatorium hotel in Amsterdam
opened at the end of 2011. This magnificent
Neo-Gothic building was originally built at the end
of the 19th Century and in its new incarnation; it
has been transformed into a contemporary luxury
five-star hotel.
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In honour of Conservatorium’s fifth year anniversary, Amsterdam’s grand luxury lifestyle palace introduces ‘The Big Five’ Package and takes you on
a tour to the five most thrilling must-do’s in the
city, including a helicopter flight over the city, after
opening hours tour through the Van Gogh Museum and a private canal boat tour. Enjoy a threenight stay in the I Love Amsterdam Suite – a beautiful 155 m2 triplex with a wonderful 360˚ view
over the rooftops of the Dutch capital – including
private butler service throughout your stay, a private transfer by Bentley to and from the airport,
the big five activities in Amsterdam, treatments in
Akasha Holistic Wellbeing and an exclusive tasting in Taiko restaurant. In addition to the activities
in Conservatorium, three of the world’s most re
nowned museums are just across the street. The

Rijksmuseum, Van Gogh Museum and Stedelijk
Museum present varying exhibitions, including
classical paintings to modern art each season.
Other famous neighbours include the Vondelpark
and Amsterdam’s most indulgent shopping. All in
all, Conservatorium is the perfect go-to for art and
luxury shopping lovers.
Designed by Piero Lissoni - leading Italian architect
and interior designer - the Conservatorium hotel
is a Modern Grand Hotel and combines historical
architecture with modern design. The hotel features 129 rooms and suites, a holistic wellbeing
centre, an array of restaurants and a bar, as well as
a selection of cutting-edge events and banqueting
spaces. Whether you would like to go on a culinary journey with Executive Chef Schilo van Coevorden at the Asian-inspired restaurant Taiko or an
all-day dining concept at the exquisite Brasserie,
or pamper yourself with an anti-jetlag treatment
at the Akasha spa, the Conservatorium hotel in
Amsterdam truly is your home away from home.
Conservatorium, Amsterdam along with Hotel
Café Royal, London and Lutetia, Paris (currently
under renovation), is a member of the Set Hotels,
a collection which reinvents Grand Dame properties at the heart of some of Europe’s great cities
– transforming them into diverse, dynamic places
where artists, patrons and lovers of the arts meet.
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Geneva, Switzerland
Sleek, slick and cosmopolitan, Geneva is a
rare breed of city: it’s among Europe’s
priciest, its people chatter in every language
and it’s constantly perceived as the Swiss
capital.

Culturally, this city on the westernmost fringe
of Switzerland has much to offer. International
artists perform in the Grand Théâtre and Geneva Opera House, and an extremely diverse
range of museums such as the “Musée international de l’horlogerie”, a watch museum with
a collection of jewellery watches and musical
clocks, and the International Museum of the
Red Cross and Red Crescent, which provides
an insight into the work of these humanitarian
organisations, invite city guests to visit them.
A rewarding excursion destination is Mont
Salève, which is situated in neighbouring France. The cable way lifts visitors to
an altitude of 1100 metres in less than five
minutes, giving rise to outstanding vistas across the city of Geneva, Lake Geneva,
the chain of Alps, the Jura and Montblanc.
Geneva lies idyllically between Alpine
peaks and vineyards by the largest lake in
Western Europe. Geneva is the UN capital of peace, home of the luxury watch industry – and a delightful place to visit.
46
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HOTEL ROYAL SAVOY
LAUSANNE
A HAVEN OF PEACE AND TRANQUILITY
PERFECTLY POSITIONED IN THE HEART
OF LAUSANNE
SOPHISTICATED, ELEGANT, RESTORED TO
ITS FORMER GLORY WITH A MODERN TWIST
AND REBOOTED FOR THE 21ST CENTURY.
THIS 5 STAR ESTABLISHMENT IS THE IDEAL
PLACE FOR THE FRAZZLED TRAVELLER
TO RELAX, UNWIND AND DISCOVER THE

Your Go-To for
Hotel
Accomodation

BEAUTIES SURROUNDING LAKE GENEVA.

Incorporated in 1991,
We work with a large
range of properties,
from opulent 5 star
Deluxe hotels to 4 star
hotels across key cities
in UK, Europe, USA
and UAE.

Hôtel Royal Savoy Lausanne
Avenue d’Ouchy 40, 1006 Lausanne
www.royalsavoy.ch

Terre Blanche Hotel Spa Golf Resort

Are you booking your
incentive group trip very
soon? How about the
stunning Terre Blanche
Spa & Golf Resort at
Provence, France?
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Your Event.
Our Service.

+44 (0)20 7587 0001
groups@groupstay.net
www.groupstay.net

Contact a member of our team today
to see how we can help you source the
best accommodation.
+44 (0)20 7582 2233
uk@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel
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Visit

Düsseldorf

D

üsseldorf is one of the economic centers
of Germany and is located along the
River Rhine in the densely populated
Rhine-Ruhr metropolitan area. The city is famous
for its carnivals, events, shopping and for fashion and trade fairs like the Boot Messe (one of
the world’s best trade fairs for boats and water
sports) and Igedo (world leader in fashion). Every
year, more than 4 million people visit the Kirmes
fun fair which runs for 9 days in the summer.
Düsseldorf impresses with boundary-pushing
architecture, great culture and an art scene to
rival many higher-profile cities. It’s a posh and
modern city that seems all buttoned-up business at first glance: banking, advertising, fashion and telecommunications are among the
fields that have made North Rhine–Westphalia’s
capital one of Germany’s wealthiest cities.
In terms of culture, this city comprises traditional and avant-garde, classical and glamorous. The world-famous state art collection of
North Rhine-Westphalia, the highly acclaimed
Deutsche Oper am Rhein (opera), and the Düsseldorfer Schauspielhaus (theatre), artistic home of
Gustaf Gründgens, are major elements of Düsseldorf’s reputation as a centre of the fine arts.
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Düsseldorf is the fashion capital of Germany
as it is a major cultural centre for the art and
fashion scenes. The fashionable clothes trend
took root in this city before 1949. 1949 is the
date of the first fashion show staged in Düsseldorf. Fashion trends have occurred as access to
more elegant clothing for the general public has
been a part of the culture for almost a century.
Two times a year an event called the, “Voices of
Fashion,” occurs and attracts many people to
visit Düsseldorf to find the latest fashion items.
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OUTLETCITY
METZINGEN

Little gifts make your
kids happy

Petit Bateau

Lacoste

Sigikid
Schiesser Kids

Adidas

THE EXCLUSIVE DESTINATION FOR
PREMIUM AND LUXURY BRANDS
OUTLETCITY METZINGEN awaits you with a wide range of
international premium and luxury brands in flagship outlets.
The glamorous cast from A like 'Armani' to Z like 'Zegna' has
recently been joined by the luxury brands 'Bottega Veneta'
and 'Dolce & Gabbana'. Prices are reduced by up to 70 %*
throughout the whole year. NON-EU customers can save
up to 14.5 % with tax-free shopping.
We plan and organise tour packages with attention to every
detail. Personalised programme modules can be put end-to-end
to create the perfect package.
Further Information: outletcity.com/business
*Compared to the manufacturers' former recommended retail price if there is any.

MEET AND
GREET
Tory Burch

Swarovski

Visit our stand on
the trade fair ATM in
hall 'Europe', stand
no. EU7310

FRANKFURT
2 HOURS

STUTTGART
30 MINUTES

METZINGEN

STUTTGART
AIRPORT
20 MINUTES
MUNICH
2 HOURS
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Jimmy Choo

Diane von Furstenberg

ZURICH
2 HOURS

W W W. O U T L E T C I T Y. C O M
ARMANI . BALLY . BOSS . BOTTEGA VENETA . BURBERRY . ESCADA . ETRO . GUCCI . HACKETT . JIMMY CHOO .
MAX MARA . MICHAEL KORS . PETIT BATEAU . SWAROVSKI . TOD'S . TORY BURCH . WMF and many more
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F I N E D I N I N G, G A S T RO N O M Y & S I X S E N S E S S PA O N T H E A N DA L U S I A N B E AC H F RO N T

Marbella
IN STYLE

54
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MARBELLA

Rediscover
True

Luxury

Marbella is heaven for food lovers, with plenty of Michelin stars shining on its eating establishments.

M
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arbella is a city and municipality in southern Spain, belonging to the province of Málaga in the autonomous community
of Andalusia. It is part of the Costa del Sol and is the headquarters of the Association of Municipalities of the region; it is also the
head of the judicial district that bears its name. Marbella is situated on the Mediterranean Sea, between Málaga and the Strait
of Gibraltar, in the foothills of the Sierra Blanca. The municipality covers an area of 117 square kilometres (45 sq mi) crossed by
highways on the coast, which are its main entrances. In 2012 the
population of the city was 140,473 inhabitants, making it the second most populous municipality in the province of Málaga and the
eighth in Andalusia. It is one of the most important tourist cities
of the Costa del Sol and throughout most of the year is an international tourist attraction, due mainly to its climate and tourist infrastructure. The city also has a significant archaeological heritage,
several museums and performance spaces, and a cultural calendar
with events ranging from reggae concerts to opera performances.

What is known as Marbella’s Golden Mile is actually a stretch
of four miles (6.4 km) which begins at the western edge of Marbella city and stretches to Puerto Banús. The area is exclusive and
home to some of Marbella’s most luxurious villas and estates with
spectacular views of mountain and sea, such as the Palace of King
Fahd, as well as some landmark hotels, among them the Melia Don
Pepe, the Hotel Marbella Club and the Hotel Puente Romano. The
area developed during the tourism boom of the 1960s, where the
land of the old forge works was converted to an agricultural colony, and the Botanical Gardens of El Ángel with gardens of three
different styles, dating from the 8th century. The Golden Mile is divided into two parts by a motorway that runs through it. Along
the motorway are strings of business centres, five-star hotels, golf
course and other services. The beach side of the motorway is fully developed, while the mountain side is still undergoing development. Urbanisations in the area’s sea side are Alhambra del Mar, La
Alcazaba, Las Torres, Los Verdiales, Marbellamar, Marina Marbella,

Oasis, Rio Verde and Santa Margarita. On the Mountain side of the
motorway, the following urbanisations are currently developing:
Sierra Blanca, Nagüeles, Cascada de Camoján, Jardines Colgantes,
Marbella Hill Club, El Venero, El Batatal, La Capellania, La Virgin
Marbella, Coto Real, Ancon Sierra. The Golden Mile should not be
confused with the New Golden Mile which is a marketing name
given to the area between San Pedro del Alcantara and Estepona.
The 27 kilometres (17 miles) of coastline within the limits of Marbella is divided into twenty-four beaches with different features;
however, due to expansion of the municipality, they are all now
semi-urban. They generally have moderate surf, golden or dark
sand ranging through fine, medium or coarse in texture, and some
gravel. The occupancy rate is usually high to midrange, especially during the summer months, when tourist arrivals are highest.
Amongst the various notable beaches are Artola beach, situated
in the protected area of the Dunas de Artola, and Cabopino, one

of the few nudist beaches in Marbella, near the port of Cabopino. The beaches of Venus and La Fontanilla are centrally located
and very popular, and those of Puerto Banús and San Pedro Alcántara have been awarded the blue flag of the Foundation for Environmental Education for compliance with its standards of water
quality, safety, general services and environmental management.
The traditional cuisine of Marbella is that of the Malagueño coast
and is based on seafood. The most typical dish is fried fish, using anchovies, mackerel, mullet or squid, amongst others. Gazpacho and
garlic soup are very typical. Bakeries sell oil cakes, wine doughnuts,
borrachuelos (aniseed rolls fried with a little wine and dipped into syrup), torrijas (similar to French toast) and churros (fritters). In addition
to the traditional native cuisine, there are many restaurants in Marbella that serve food of the international, nouvelle, or fusion cuisines.
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Sunsets in

Sardinia

Offering sweeping white
beaches, kaleidoscopic
history and a unique recipe
collection, holidays to
Sardinia add their own
colour to the green, white
and red of the Italian flag.
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Street of the old town of Olbia with terraces, in Sardinia

Cala Mariolu on a clear day, Sardinia

I

f you’ve never been to Sardinia before, you might expect the island to be a condensed carbon copy of the
Italian mainland. But you’d be wrong. The differences
start with the language. Sardinian or Sardo is as commonly spoken as Italian here.
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Sardinia’s architectural offerings are different to the
rest of Italy, too. This is because the island was once
the natural pit stop for empires journeying through the
Mediterranean Sea. The Phoenicians, Vandals and Byzantines all left their mark on the place. But the influence that’s most obvious is the Spanish one. Alghero
was colonised by the Spanish Catalans for hundreds of
years. The town’s street signs are still written in Catalan and the design of the cathedral shouts about its
Catalan roots.
Another thing that really sets Sardinia apart from the
boot is its beaches. The island’s north coast alone is

scalloped with 80 coves. And from Olbia, you can easily
reach the seductive Emerald Coast. The Caribbean-like
beaches here are some of the best-looking in Europe.
Meanwhile, across to the west, the fishing village of
Isola Rossa lays claim to its own standout arc of sand.
The water here is clear, too, which makes it a great
place to snorkel.
Summer starts early and ends late in Sardinia. Between April and October, temperatures rise from 15˚C
to 30˚C. Inland areas are a degree or two cooler than
the coast. The north of the island can sometimes experience strong winds, which makes it great for windsurfing. In terms of rainfall, June to September are the
driest months – you can expect between one to three
showery days in every 30.

61

Beautiful sunset in the little town, Boda, Sardinia

Visit

Rome

Rome, Italy’s capital, is a sprawling, cosmopolitan city
with nearly 3,000 years of globally influential art, architecture and culture on display. Ancient ruins such as
the Forum and the Colosseum evoke the power of the
former Roman Empire. Vatican City, headquarters of the
Roman Catholic Church, has St. Peter’s Basilica and the
Vatican Museums, which house masterpieces such as
Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel frescoes.
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Visit

Tuscany

Tuscany is located in central Italy and stretches from the
Apennines to the Tyrrhenian Sea. Its landscape, artistic
heritage and stand-out cities - first among them Florence make Tuscany an unquestioned protagonist of international
tourism. In this region, nature has many different facets,
starting from the coast that alternates long and sandy
beaches, like the Versilia beach, with rocky cliffs and steep
headlands. The islands of the Tuscan Archipelago,
surrounded by Mediterranean vegetation, a crystal-clear sea
and rich seabeds, are peerless.
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Mykonos

Visit
With sandy beaches, whitewashed villages
and a vibrant, cosmopolitan party scene,
Mykonos adds a touch of glamour to the
Greek Islands.
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Watersports enthusiasts, should head to Ftelia. Tucked
into the crook of Panormos Bay, it gets plenty of wind,
so it’s a favourite with surfers.
There are many places to stay in Mykonos. Ornos is
only a shoulder width away from the island capital,
Mykonos Town, but it has developed in to a large,
self-contained family resort in its own right. Its coarse
sandy beach loops around a wide bay, which is sheltered from the island’s strong northern summer winds.
Looking back, the view takes in a big range of shops,
restaurants, and smart hotels. And behind them, the
sugar lump-like houses on the surrounding low hills
are watched over by 16th-century windmills – all part
and parcel of the Mykonos landscape. Plati Yialos is on
Mykonos’ southern coast and is perhaps best-known
for its long curl of golden sand. A bumper crop of
smart hotels and tavernas are built right up to the
shoreline and give the place a real cosmopolitan vibe.
Behind the front, cubelike houses sprinkle the
countryside like French
Fancies, with the low
spine of the surrounding
hills at their back door.
Shops and bars by street at
the famous tourist spot of
downtown on island Mykonos,
Greece

Mykonos

GREECE’S DESIGNER ISLAND
With boutique hotels, luxury villas and label-laden shops, Mykonos is Greece’s answer to Saint-Tropez.

R
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esources certainly aren’t short on Mykonos. For
starters, the island is belted with beaches. While
the jet-set can’t get enough of the watersports
and restaurants at Paradise and Super Paradise, those
after something a bit quieter head to the coves at Elia
and Ornos. There are plenty of sun loungers on both
beaches, plus a collection of tavernas at each. Plati Yialos, meanwhile, provides a happy medium. This lively
stretch of sand is back by hotels and family-friendly
bars and restaurants. If it’s a relaxed meal you want,
Mykonos Town is the place to go. The restaurants here
serve everything from Greek fusion food to bespoke
vegetarian meals. For a real treat, book yourself a table at the Nobu restaurant, Matsuhisa, to sample cutting-edge dishes, like tartar with caviar and black cod
miso.
When it comes to beaches, Mykonos has a bit of a
split personality. On the south coast, nearly every inlet
comes with a liberal dusting of golden sand.

Make Platis Yialos beach your first port of call – it’s on
the road from Mykonos Town and regular buses run
between the two. Once there, you can stay put, or
hop on a water taxi and chug round the coast to bays
like Paraga, Agrari, Elia, Paradise or Super Paradise. All
of these are pretty popular thanks to their fine white
sands and bright cobalt waters. They’re sheltered from
the wind too, so they’re great sunbathing spots. Other
southern belles include Ornos, Kalo Livadi and Aghios
Yiannis, with the latter having provided the gorgeous
backdrop for the filming of Shirley Valentine. Up north,
it’s a completely different story. First off, no buses run
up this way, so you’ll have to make the journey by car
or foot. As a result, the beaches are infinitely calmer
and much more low-key than the ones in the south.
For the ultimate in footprint-free sands, it’s got to be
Agios Sostis. It’s at the bottom of a rocky path so the
hordes usually steer clear. Make the trek though, and
you’ll be rewarded by honey-coloured sands and rolling hills which stretch off into the distance.

the island’s most famous clothes shop. Leather is really
reasonable in the Little Venice area, too.
If you’re into food you will find traditional Greek food
in Psarou’s cobbled-stone lanes. You’ll find countless
tavernas serving up local dishes, but there are also restaurants dedicated to everything from Italian to Spanish cuisine. There are a couple of stylish sushi spots,
too.
If you enjoy history and exploring, then take a cruise
to the ‘Island of the Gods’. Heaped with legends and
history, Ancient Delos promises not to disappoint. The
island is said to be the birthplace of Apollo and Artemis and was once a thriving port, a political hub and
a sanctuary of the gods. It now stands uninhabited in
tribute to its past.
You can also cycle to Agios Stefanos Church if you hire
a bike from one of the
rental places on the
seafront, you can pedal up the hillside to see
the church the town is
named after. It’s set in a
pretty garden, with a red
roof and cobbled stone
walls, and offers up
views over the distant islands of Syros and Tinos
from its high-up perch.

Mykonos Town is a
jumble of white houses,
scrubbed and polished
and accessorised with
blue doors and flower-filled balconies. The
Have a history lesson at
whole place is a warren
The Boni Mill, sixteen
of narrow lanes and endwhitewashed
windless nooks and crannies
mills stand guard over
hiding a little church
Mykonos. These thimand a tiny boutique
ble-shaped
buildings
Typical whitewashed homes along the port area in Mykonos, Greece
there. It climbs from
were built in the 16th
the port up the gencentury to refine grain,
and were an essential part of the island’s economy.
tle inclines of a hillside, watched over by the island’s
The Boni Mill, near Mykonos Town, is one of the best
16th-century windmills.
preserved on the island and it’s attached to the folk
museum, where you can read up on the history of the
There are many things to do to keep you occupied
island.
and busy in Mykonos. Splash out in Psarou’s designer boutiques, The streets of Psarou are grooved with
Finally, why not examine the ruins at Delos. The isstores, which come in the form of little boutiques
land of Delos was the ancient world’s equivalent of
stocked with sunglasses, clothes and leather goods.
Mecca. The Greeks believed it was the birthplace of
Most shops sell big names like Stella McCartney, CavZeus’ twins Apollo and Artemis, which made it one of
alli, YSL and Christian Louboutin, but there are also
the most sacred sites in the world to them. It’s just a
some great one-off jewellery stores. There are a cou20-minute ferry ride from Mykonos Town and, while
ple of souvenir shops in Agios Stefanos, but, for more
you’re here, you can explore the ruins of temples, thechoice, make tracks for the capital, five minutes’ drive
atres and sanctuaries.
away. The whitewashed boutiques in Mykonos Town
stock everything from hand-woven scarves to Byzantine-style jewellery, and everyone from Tom Cruise to
SJP has been papped carrying bags from Soho-Soho –
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Georgia

Situated at the strategically important
crossroads where Europe meets Asia,
Georgia has a unique and ancient cultural
heritage, and is famed for its traditions of
hospitality and cuisine.
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Tbilisi, Georgia
Koruldi Lake, Georgia

Tbilisi, Georgia: The beautiful tourist street, full of
cafés and restaurants with outdoor patios, decorated with flowers, sign boards and colourful umbrellas.

[Near the Mestia in Upper Svaneti region]

F
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rom its green valleys spread with vineyards to its old churches and watchtowers perched in fantastic mountain
scenery, Georgia is one of the most beautiful countries on earth and a marvellous
canvas for walkers, horse riders, cyclists,
skiers, rafters and travellers of every kind.
Equally special are its proud, high-spirited, cultured people: Georgia claims to
be the birthplace of wine, and this is a
place where guests are considered blessings and hospitality is the very stuff of life.
A deeply complicated history has given
Georgia a wonderful heritage of architecture and arts, from cave cities to ancient
cathedrals to the inimitable canvases of
Pirosmani. Tbilisi, the capital, is still redolent of an age-old Eurasian crossroads.
But this is also a country moving forward
in the 21st century, with spectacular contemporary buildings, a minimal crime rate
and ever-improving facilities for the visitors who are a growing part of its future.

[Did you know?]
What’s the highest mountain range in Europe? The Alps? Wrong. It is the Caucasus
Mountains marking the border between Georgia and Russia. While the highest peak is
in Russia, Georgia lays claim to the second highest, Shkara, which at 5,193m (17,040
ft) beats Mont Blanc by nearly 400m (1,312 ft). These dramatic mountains, with their
terrifying hairpin roads and hidden villages cut off at winter, are the stuff of legend.
Georgia isn’t called Georgia. At least, not by Georgians. They call their country Sakartvelo. The origins of the country’s name in English are obscure. One theory points to the
Middle Ages when Christian crusaders swept through the region on their way to the
Holy Land. At that time, it was part of the Persian Empire and the people here were
known as “Gurj”. They were also devotees of St George. Theory has it that the crusaders
made the connection and named the country Georgia.
There is a startling amount of space-age architecture in Georgia. The new parliament
building is a huge glass and concrete bubble. A slew of new police stations have been
built that are all glass and see through, symbolic of Georgia’s aspirations for democratic
transparency. Meanwhile, many of the country’s roads and infrastructure remains in bad
shape.

Tbilisi is the capital of the country of Georgia. Its cobblestoned old town reflects a long, complicated history, with
periods under Persian and Russian rule. Its diverse architecture encompasses Eastern Orthodox churches, ornate art
nouveau buildings and Soviet Modernist structures. Looming over it all are Narikala, a reconstructed 4th-century
fortress, and Kartlis Deda, an iconic statue of the “Mother
of Georgia.”
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Montenegro
Apart from its natural beauty, its bay islands
and beaches are rich in historic
monuments.
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M

ontenegro’s meandering coastline, backed
by dramatic limestone mountains, gives on
to the serene blue waters of the Adriatic. And
while Croatia, to the north west, has grown in
popularity, few Britons drive two hours down the
coast from Dubrovnik to the ancient town of Budva. Founded by the Greeks in the fourth century
BC, and then fortified during the Middle Ages,
the town forms the heart of the “Budva Riviera”,
which runs 22 miles from Trsteno to Buljarica,
and is dotted with a series of sheltered coves
and eight miles of sand and pebble beaches.

Where to eat:
Tri Ribara: Owned by a family of fishermen, Tri
Ribara (Three Fishermen) is known throughout
Montenegro. Right by the beach, the decor is deceptively rustic; the fresh seafood is exquisite. It lies
just outside Rafailovici, a 1½-mile walk from Becici.
Jadran: On the seafront promenade in Budva, with a front terrace opening on to the marina, Jadran looks touristy but is loved by locals. The menu includes seafood, barbecued
meats, pasta and pizza; restaurantjadran.com).

Getting there
Budva is 12 miles from Tivat airport, 40 miles from
Podgorica airport and 60 miles from Dubrovnik
airport, in Croatia. Montenegro Airlines (montenegroairlines.com) flies from Gatwick to Tivat
twice weekly (Wed and Sun) in April-June and
September-October, and three times a week
(Mon, Wed and Sun) in July-August. Ryanair (ryanair.com) flies from Stansted to Podgorica twice
weekly (Wed and Sun). Alternatively, you can fly
to Dubrovnik and drive down the coast to Budva.

Langust: In the fishing village of Przno, close to
Sveti Stefan, this informal eatery has heavy wooden tables and benches on a vine-covered terrace
overlooking the beach. It is open all year and is
highly regarded by locals for its fresh seafood.

When you arrive, you can start your day by
stepping through an arched doorway in Budva’s medieval walls straight on to the town
beach. Lined by tables and lounge-sofas, and
managed by nearby cafés, this is where glamorous locals come to have coffee and gossip. It
isn’t the ideal spot for swimming, but there are
several other beaches within walking distance.

Budva, Montenegro
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Budva is a Montenegrin town on the Adriatic Sea. Part of the Budva Riviera, it’s
known for its sandy beaches. Stone walls built by the Venetians surround the narrow streets of the medieval old town (Stari Grad). This historic district is home to a
seaside citadel and religious sites like the Church of Santa Maria in Punta, established in the 9th century.

Did you know?
Budva’s old town was hit by an
earthquake in 1979 – of 400
buildings, only eight escaped
damage – so what you see today
is largely the work of restoration
experts.
Budva is the poster child of Montenegrin
tourism. Easily the country’s most visited
destination, it attracts hordes of holidaymakers intent on exploring its atmospheric Stari
Grad (Old Town), sunning themselves on
the bonny beaches of the Budva Riviera and
partying until dawn; with scores of buzzy
bars and clanging clubs, it’s not nicknamed
‘the Montenegrin Miami’ for nothing.

Also east of Budva, the one-mile long beach
at Becici is managed by the several large hotels that overlook it, with waiter service,
beds and a parasol. Visitors can pay to enter.
West of Budva, the Blue Flag Jaz is a curving
arc of fine pebbles and sand, ideal for children,
with pedal boats, kayaks and jet-skis for hire. It is
backed by a camp site, and hosts open-air summer concerts and the annual Sea Dance Festival.
Finally, return to Budva’s town beach for a sundowner, and marvel over this gem of the Adriatic.
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AMERICAN
New York, Miami, Florida, Los Angeles,
California...

DREAM
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A New York
STATE OF MIND

T

he City of New York is
the most populous city in
the United States. Located at the southern tip of
the state of New York, the city is
the centre of the New York metropolitan area, one of the most
populous urban agglomerations
in the world. With a U.S. Census
Bureau-estimated in 2015 saw a
population of 8,550,405 distributed over a land area of just 305
square miles (790 km2), New York
is also the most densely populated major city in the United States.
A global power city, New York
City exerts a significant impact
upon commerce, finance, media,
art, fashion, research, technology,
education, and entertainment, its
fast pace defining the term ‘New
York minute’. Home to the headquarters of the United Nations,
New York is an important centre
for international diplomacy and
has been described as the cultural
and financial capital of the world.
82
Situated
on one of the world’s
largest natural harbours, New
York City consists of five boroughs, each of which is a separate county of New York State.
The five boroughs – Brooklyn,
Queens, Manhattan, The Bronx,
and Staten Island – were consoli-

dated into a single city in 1898.
Several sources have ranked New
York the most photographed
city in the world. Times Square,
iconic as the world’s “heart” and
its “Crossroads”, is the brightly
illuminated hub of the Broadway Theatre District, one of the
world’s busiest pedestrian intersections, and a major centre of
the world’s entertainment industry. The names of many of the
city’s bridges, tapered skyscrapers, and parks are known around
the world. Anchored by Wall
Street in the Financial District of
Lower Manhattan, New York City
has been called both the most
economically powerful city and
the leading financial centre of the
world, and the city is home to the
world’s two largest stock exchanges by total market capitalisation,
New York Stock Exchange and
NASDAQ.
Manhattan’s real estate market is
among the most expensive in the
world. Manhattan’s Chinatown
incorporates the highest concentration of Chinese people in the
Western Hemisphere, with multiple signature Chinatowns developing across the city.
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[Top] New York City, Times Square. [Middle] Close up of the Statue of Liberty. [Bottom]
New York City Skyline and Manhattan Bridge At Night. [Right] Chrysler building facade.

California
DREAMING
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L

os Angeles , Spanish for “The Angels”, officially the City of Los Angeles and often known by its initials L.A., is the second-largest city
in the United States after New York City, the most populous city in
California, and the county seat of Los Angeles County. Situated in
Southern California, Los Angeles is known for its mediterranean climate,
ethnic diversity, sprawling metropolis, and as a major centre of the American entertainment industry. Los Angeles lies in a large coastal basin surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to and over 10,000 feet
(3,000 m). Historically home to the Chumash and Tongva, Los Angeles
was claimed by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo of Spain in 1542 along with the
rest of what would become Alta California. The city was officially founded
on September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve. It became a
part of Mexico in 1821 following the Mexican War of Independence. In
1848, at the end of the Mexican–American War, Los Angeles and the rest
of California were purchased as part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
thereby becoming part of the United States. Los Angeles was incorporated
as a municipality on April 4, 1850, five months before California achieved
statehood. The city experienced rapid growth with the discovery of oil. The
city is the focal point of the larger Los Angeles metropolitan area and the

Greater Los Angeles Area region, which contain 13 million and over 18 million
people, respectively, as of 2010, making it one of the most populous metropolitan areas in the world as well as the second-largest in the United States.
Los Angeles is the seat of Los Angeles County, the most populated county
in the United States. The city’s inhabitants are referred to as Angelenos.
Los Angeles is a global city with a diverse economy in entertainment,
culture, media, fashion, science, sports, technology, education, medicine
and research. It has been ranked 6th in the Global Cities Index and 9th
in the Global Economic Power Index. The city is home to renowned institutions covering a broad range of professional and cultural fields and is
one of the most substantial economic engines within the United States.
The Los Angeles combined statistical area (CSA) has a gross metropolitan
product (GMP) of $831 billion (as of 2008), making it the third-largest
in the world, after the Greater Tokyo and New York metropolitan areas.
Los Angeles includes Hollywood and leads the world in the creation of television productions and recorded music; it is also one of the leaders in motion picture production.
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Destination

MIAMI

ABOUT

Miami is a major centre, and a leader in finance, commerce, culture,
media, entertainment, the arts, and international trade. In 2012,
Miami was classified as an Alpha−World City in the World Cities
Study Group’s inventory. In 2010, Miami ranked seventh in the United States in terms of finance, commerce, culture, entertainment,
fashion, education, and other sectors. It ranked 33rd among global
cities. In 2008, Forbes magazine ranked Miami “America’s Cleanest
City”, for its year-round good air quality, vast green spaces, clean
drinking water, clean streets, and citywide recycling programs. According to a 2009 UBS study of 73 world cities, Miami was ranked
as the richest city in the United States, and the world’s fifth-richest
city in terms of purchasing power. Miami is nicknamed the “Capital
of Latin America” and is the largest city with a Cuban-American
plurality. Miami has the third tallest skyline in the US with over 300
high-rises. It accommodates some of the world’s largest cruise ships
and operations, and is the busiest port in both passenger traffic
and cruise lines. Metropolitan Miami is the major tourism hub in
the American South, number two in the U.S. after New York City
and number 13 in the world, including the popular destination of
Miami Beach.

BRICKELL, MIAMI
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Brickell is an urban neighbourhood of Greater Downtown Miami,
Florida, United States. Directly south of the historic CBD, Brickell is
Miami and South Florida’s major financial district.
The Shops at Mary Brickell Village is a lifestyle centre located in
the Brickell neighbourhood of Miami, Florida. It has become a very
popular downtown destination, bringing new stores and eateries
to the area. Although the centre spans two blocks (9th and 10th
Streets) of Miami Avenue, the night time crowds spread throughout
Brickell from the centre, most notably up and down Miami Avenue,
where a large number of upscale bars such as Baro, Blue Martini,
restaurants such as The Draku Sushi, Jimmy Johns, The Oceanaire
Seafood, and retail such as Eyetrust Vision, Brickell Diamond Co,
and The Sudio LX.
Mary Brickell Village is served by the Miami Metrorail at Brickell Station and by the Metromover.
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Mahdi Restaurant: Carved wood, embroidered
fabrics and a water feature give this Persian restaurant
an exotic feel.
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2901 COLLINS AVENUE
MIAMI BEACH, FL 33140
WWW.EDITIONHOTELS.COM
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Mango Tree:
An innovative take on classic, regional Thai dishes in
large, contemporary dining
room.
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Roti Chai: Indian street food in roadside-style
cafe, plus restaurant with small plates on modern dining menu.
Page
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Grounded Coffee Company: An exciting coffee
shop located in Downtown Willimantic. We feature
artfully crafted espresso and filter coffee that is of the
highest quality.
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01 Burgista
Bros
Burgista is an upmarket fast
food eatery. Order at the
till, pay and wait for burger.
Menu is simplistic, you can
order burgers on their own or
with a chips and drink combo
or with a milkshake.
132 Uxbridge Rd,
Shepherd’s Bush,
London W12
8AA

Petite, luxury eatery serving
Lebanese-French fare and exotic teas in a gilded, opulent
setting.
1A Langton St,
Chelsea, London
SW10 0JL

03 Tortilla

04 Mango Tree

Eat-in and takeaway restaurant, part of small chain,
serving soft, filled tortillas
and burritos.

An innovative take on classic,
regional Thai dishes in large,
contemporary dining room.

6A King St, London W6 0QA

05 Alounak
Russell Gardens
Persian cooking in a traditional, Iranian-styled setting
with a bring-your-own alcohol policy.
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02 L’Oud
Des Eurasie
Restaurant

10 Russell Gardens, Kensington,
London W14 8EZ

46 Grosvenor Pl,
Belgravia, London
SW1X 7EQ

07 Creams
Southall

08 Mahdi
Restaurant

Italian gelato plus milkshakes
and crepes in a bright setting
with purple and black booth
seating.

Carved wood, embroidered
fabrics and a water feature
give this Persian restaurant
an exotic feel.

154 The Broadway, Southall UB1
1NN

215-217 King St,
London W6 9JT

09 Nargis
Kapuri

10 Jakarta

An African inspired eatery
that does a number of Kenyan dishes.
25 The Green,
Southall UB2 4AN

06 Babaji Pide
Slick spot serving pide (Turkish pizza), mezze and grilled
meats, accompanied by Turkish wines.
53 Shaftesbury
Ave, Soho, London W1D 6LB

11 Flaming
Cow
Huge stacked homemade
burgers in Windsor & Ealing,
hot dogs, adult shakes, ribs,
fries and much more.
75 High St, Eton,
Windsor SL4 6BT

Thai, Indonesian, Malaysian
and Chinese cuisine served
amidst exotic carvings and
palms.
7 Sheaveshill
Parade, Sheaveshill Ave, London
NW9 6RS

12 Ariana II
BYO dining room for dips,
kebabs and rice dishes, an
offshoot of the original Manhattan branch.
241 Kilburn High Rd,
London NW6 7JN
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13 Banana Tree
Bayswater
Communal tables line this
fast-food chain cafe for Indo-Chinese noodles, curries
and grilled meat.
21-23 Westbourne Grove,
Bayswater, London W2 4UA

14 Roti Chai
Indian street food in roadside-style cafe, plus restaurant with small plates on
modern dining menu.
3 Portman Mews
S, Marylebone,
London W1H 6HS

19 Ma'
Plucker
Casual, wood-panelled space
for rotisserie, pulled and fried
chicken.
75 Beak St,
Carnaby, London
W1F 9SS

20 Grounded
Coffee
Company
An exciting coffee shop located in Downtown Willimantic.
We feature artfully crafted
espresso and filter coffee that
is of the highest quality.
9 Whitechapel
Rd, London E1

15 Rodizio Rico

16 Tukdin

21 Cocochan

22 Spicy Basil

Spit-roasted meat carved at
your table, served with salads and spicy sides in natural
wood space.

Intimate Malaysian restaurant
with stripped wood flooring,
carved screen and banquette
seating.

Pan-Asian restaurant and
lounge bar with slick contemporary decor and lattice
screens.

Spicy Basil restaurant is widely recognised for serving up
best Thai cuisine in Kilburn,
London. The food is exotic
and full of character.

77-78 Upper St,
Islington, London
N1 0NU

41 Craven Rd,
London W2 3BX

St Christopher’s
Place, 38-40
James St, Marylebone, London
W1U 1EU

17 Satay
House

18 Maximini

23 The Kati Roll
Company

Malaysian cuisine in a modern, scarlet-walled room with
hibiscus stencils and teardrop
lamps.
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13 Sale Pl, Paddington, London
W2 1PX

Chic minimal looks and
creative Chinese cooking in
designer shoemaker Jimmy
Choo’s venture.
31-33 Sussex Pl,
London W2 2TH

Spiced meat and veg mixture
in paratha wraps, served in
cafe with Bollywood posters
or to takeaway.
24 Poland St,
Soho, London
W1F 8QL

165 Kilburn High
Rd, Kilburn, London NW6 7HY

24 BIRD
Contemporary eatery with an
open, colourful dining room
serving free-range fried chicken and doughnuts.
42-44 Kingsland
Rd, London E2
8DA
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Group dining
experiences at Joël
Robuchon chef’s
table at
Metropole
Monaco

Your Event.
Our Service.

+44 (0)20 7587 0001
groups@groupstay.net
www.groupstay.net
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From 8 to 1000 rooms or more,
Groupstay’s venue finding
service can help you book the
right package prices at the right
hotel for your group.

Joël Robuchon at Metropole Monaco
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Dubai skyline at night
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Known for luxury shopping, ultramodern architecture and a lively nightlife scene,
Dubai is always on our toplist of destinations
to visit.
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Looking for
accommodation
in the UAE?
Book your next vacation to the
UAE with Oceandusk Global
Wholesale Travel

+971 (0)4 450 8225
uae@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel
image featured:
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Maldives

Known for its beaches, blue
lagoons and extensive reefs.
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Maldives, officially the Republic of Maldives and also referred to as the
Maldives Islands, is an island nation in the Indian Ocean consisting of a
double chain of twenty-six atolls, orientated north-south, that lie about
700 kilometres (430 mi) south-west of Sri Lanka and 400 kilometres (250
mi) south-west of India.
The Maldives atolls are one of the world’s most geographically dispersed
and is the smallest Asian country in both population and land area. It is also
the planet’s lowest country. However, more than 80 per cent of the country’s land is composed of coral islands that rise less than one metre above
sea level. The reef is composed of coral debris and living coral. This acts as
a natural barrier against the sea, forming lagoons.

103

Looking for
luxury
accommodation
in the Indian
Ocean?

Book your next vacation to the
Indian Ocean with Oceandusk Global
Wholesale Travel
+971 (0)4 450 8225
uae@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel
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KEY EVENTS
Sporting Calendar
Royal Ascot

Oceandusk Rating

Ascot Racecourse is a British racecourse, located
in Ascot, Berkshire, England, which is used for
thoroughbred horse racing. It is one of the leading racecourses in the United Kingdom, hosting
nine of Britain’s 32 annual Group 1 horse races.
Where?
When?

Looking for
FA Cup Final
Tickets?
Book your sporting tickets through
Oceandusk Group
+44 (0)20 7582 2233
uk@oceandusk.travel
www.oceandusk.travel

High St, Ascot SL5 7JX
20th - 24th June 2017

Oceandusk Rating

Grand National
The Grand National is a National Hunt horse race
held annually at Aintree Racecourse in Liverpool,
England. First run in 1839, it is a handicap steeplechase over 4 miles 514 yards with horses jumping 30 fences over two laps.
Where?
When?

Aintree Racecourse, Aintree
8th April 2017

UEFA Final

Oceandusk Rating

The 2017 UEFA Champions League Final will be
the final match of the 2016–17 UEFA Champions
League, the 62nd season of Europe’s premier club
football tournament organised by UEFA.
Where?
When?

Principality Stadium, Cardiff
3rd June 2017

Wimbledon
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Oceandusk Rating

The Championships, Wimbledon, commonly
known simply as Wimbledon, is the oldest tennis
tournament in the world, and is widely considered the most prestigious.
Where? The All England Lawn Tennis Club, Church Road, Wimbledon, Lon
don SW19 5AE
When? 3rd - 16th July 2017

www.oceandusk.travel
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Theatre
Guide

“The Train Now Arriving” to be Announced
in Mandarin and Arabic

In London this Summer?
Why not see the shops by day and take in a show during the evening?

LES MISERABLES

Adapted from the original epic novel by Victor Hugo, the musical is set against the backdrop of 19th-century France and
tells a powerful and moving story of unrequited love, sacrifice, passion, redemption and revolutionary spirit.

THE LION KING

For a global blockbuster, The Lion King's absolute theatricality is astonishing. Techniques from all over the world –
African masks, Japanese Kabuki costumes, Malaysian shadow puppetry – are smashed together in an explosion of
spectacle. It's perfect for a musical, allowing both distinct flavours and an eclectic carnival spirit.

WICKED

Wicked the Musical lifts the curtain on one of the most popular stories of all time, to
show an alternative reading of 'The Wizard of Oz' that challenges our preconceptions
of what is 'good' and what is considered 'wicked'.

London Marylebone is to become the first station in the UK to make platform announcements in Mandarin and Arabic after a surge in tourists using the terminus over the past 18 months. The station, managed by Chiltern Railways, has become a huge draw for foreign visitors travelling to Bicester Village, the
retail outlet in Oxfordshire known for luxury brands such as Prada, Armani and Dior.
A railway line from Marylebone to Oxford Parkway, via Bicester Village, was completed in October 2015
and new figures from Chiltern show that 1.6 million journeys have been made through Bicester Village’s
station since.
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ODOS
Oceandusk Online System
Offering an online booking engine for those who
need to book quickly and maximise revenue streams.
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Travel
Predictions
for the
Future
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Instant Gratification

Go Green or Stay Home

Appetite to Discover

Technology is fuelling a more
demanding and impatient traveller.
44% of travellers already expect to be
able to plan their holiday in a few simple
taps of their smart phone and over half
(52%) expect their use of travel apps
to increase in 2017. With this, we’re
increasingly looking to technology
to eradicate any and all on-the-road
niggles, deliver answers to our specific
needs in the moment and enhance our
experience with recommendations and
short-cuts we haven’t even thought of.
The coming year will see this expectation
addressed in an unprecedented way.

Sustainable
travel
means
many
things to many people, but there’s no
denying the trend for both travellers
and accommodations becoming more
environmentally and sustainably aware
as well as responsible. The coming year
will see over a third (36%) of travellers
planning to choose more eco-friendly
travel options than they did in 2016
and nearly 2 in 5 (39%) interested in
an eco-tour travel experience. This
mirrors the way in which people are
increasingly finding ways to fulfil
their aesthetic travel needs while
maintaining cultural and environmental
integrity by taking longer, more
scenic routes and modes of transport.

The discovered world has many
undiscovered
places
and
2017
promises to see travellers unleashing
their inner explorer like never before.
45% plan to be more adventurous
in their choice of destination in the
coming year, while 47%* would like
to explore corners of the globe that
none of their friends have been to.

Getting to Business
The ‘bleisure’ boom is well and truly
underway, and 2017 will see a further
upswing not only in the blurring lines
between leisure and business travel, but
in the value we attach to workplace travel
opportunities. No longer seen as lost
time or a career inconvenience, business
travel is increasingly appreciated as an
opportunity to expand horizons, find
inspiration and progress in a career.
So much so that 30% of travellers
would even accept a lower paid job if it
meant they could travel more for work!

Mind, Body and Soul
In a hectic world, people are increasingly
seeing travel as a way to bring balance
back into their lives. Almost half (48%)
see going on holiday as a moment
to reflect and make better lifestyle
choices. The coming year will see many
travellers prioritising health conscious
trips that promise harmony for the
mind, body and soul - particularly
those from India, China and Thailand.

Fly Me to the Moon
Travel has become a lifestyle, not a
luxury for increasing numbers, and it’s
unsurprising that we are starting to see
people’s desires to explore go beyond
this world. In fact, 44% of people see
a future where we’ll be holidaying in
far flung corners of the galaxy or deep
under the ocean, which may not be
as far off as one might think. Highspeed rail continues to advance and
is scheduled to connect travellers to
the remote corners of northern Africa.
NASA is investing in a supersonic
passenger aircraft that will allow for
faster, greener, safer and quieter air
travel. These advances are steadily
stoking our imaginations, as well as
our collective desire to explore beyond
the horizon - who knows what new
additional frontiers will open up for us
over the coming year…
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Are you booking
your conference in
Dubai? How about
the award winning
Steigenberger
Business Bay, Dubai

Your Event.
Our Service.

+44 (0)20 7587 0001
groups@groupstay.net
www.groupstay.net
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© Steigenberger Business Bay, Dubai

From 8 to 1000 rooms or more,
Groupstay’s venue finding
service can help you book the
right package prices at the right
hotel for your group.
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